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Ramsumes rrom tus Eorroriai Stare
An open letter to Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
Dr. King,
It has been more than three decades since you stood on the
balcony of the Lorraine Motel here in Memphis and an assassin‘s
bullet took your life.
) But you‘d be glad to know that we haven‘t forgotten you
here. Your children by blood and by spirit carry on the fight for
equal rights for all.
We were at an elementary school the other morning, Dr. King.
When we saw the children of all colors sitting side—by—side in the
auditorium, we remembered your words, "little black boys and black
girls will be able to join hands withlittle white boys and white girls
and walk together as sisters and brothers." We wondered if that
sight would have brought a smile to your face, Dr. King.
— Dr. King, in that same "I Have A Dream" speech, as it is now
known, you said, "I have a dream that my four little children
will one day live in a nation where they will not be Judged by

something not allowed in the Memphis City Schools, not with—
out swift discipline.
When you lived here on earth, Dr. King, your words often
seemed to be of a future time. Many people couldn‘t even com—
prehend of a time of unity between the races as you spoke of.
But, your dream is slowly becoming truth and reality.
Dr. King, did your dream include the young people in schools
that feel attracted to the same sex getting along with those at—
tracted to the opposite sex? Did your dream include all gays
and lesbians andbisexuals and transgenders being able to truly
sing, "My country ‘tis of thee" from their heart because they
are no more discriminated against than the black men and
women you sat in jails for?
$.
Some of us here are seekmg thetruthin order to be set free

a

from ignorance. Unfortunately, somestlll hang on to the tradi—
tions of men, accepting. W1thoutquestlon the words of men
unknown and known.

the color oftheir skin but by the content oftheir character."
Unfortunately, Pr. ng, thatinc udes some of those church
_ Well, Dr. ng, here in the city whereyou came to ﬁght your . leaders in the black community. Wewish you were here to tell
last battle, the schools now do just that. To judge a child and them to pay. attentlon They aren‘t listening to us. A disease
call lum or her names because his or her skin is black is
i now
called AIDS has come into our world,which is taking a heavy
.,t01l on men, womenand,children. But, regretfully we tell you,
— young menin the Afrlcan-Amerlcancommunity are suffering

GET FAMlle’zFRIENDS
To Your DoorstEP
Every Monts ror $16"
Subscribe to Family &
Friends, the Mid—South‘s
only GLBT Magazine, and
meet interesting people, find
out where to dine and keep up
with all the exciting
entertainment events in the
Mid—South GLBT community!

;

D YES! | want to subscribeto Family & Friends

fromthis d1seasemore than the rest. But most of the church
leaders continuetolook the other.way.
_ What would you say to them, Dr. King, in this time when
we needjustice andfreedom from HIV/AIDS?
Youand your fellow ministers fought a battle against a white,
bigoted eStabhshment Whocan better fight the battle against

— HIV/AIDS in the black communlty than its leaders of the
_ church? Butthey are afraid, or they think they are not suppose
to touch thesepeople afflicted with a dlsease brought on through
sex, birth, drugsorblood transfusions. .
Don‘t getus wrong, there are a few ministers that havetaken
a boldstep to educate their people aboutthedisease and gladly
welcomei their congregations members who are HIV-pom—

tive. But,
s sad, Dr. King,is thetreatment theseministers
then recewe mm theirfellow clergy.These very men are then
cranked withthis group ofpeople thearrogant clergy consider
"off limits" for the churchtoministerto.
Inignorance, these samepastors Clalm that gay men are the
only oneswith HIV,as
hat‘s one group of people they don‘t
I‘ljwant in thexr shmy churches Dr.. King, what is so silly is there
‘are.gay men :inthosevery same congregatrons who are HIV—

se
mendon‘t dare tell their pastors, would you?
— Didthese asters fQ" the battles you fought for freedom and
justicefforall?You saic
iththis faith, we‘ll beableto transform

the Janglmg dlscord
ur nationintoa beautiful symphony of
brotherhood" Well, Dr. King,weare still worklng on that one.
— Thank youDr. ngfor whatyou did. Westill remember you
here. Maybe in another decade,your dream will be fulfilled for all.
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MSO to honor works

of Martin Luther King

In an on—going effort to foster race relations and break down
racial barriers within our city, the Memphis Symphony Orches—
tra will presentits eighth annual tribute concert to honor the
life and works of the late Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
On Saturday, Jan. 19, at 7 p.m., Dr. King‘s birthday will be
celebrated with a special event concert entitled I Have a Dream: A
Musical Tribute to Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. The Temple of Deliv—
erance Church of God in Christ, located at 369 G. E. Patterson
Avenue, will be the host venue for the anticipated sellout crowd.
Conductors David Loebel and Vincent L. Danner will present
a program of inspirational, uplifting overtures that will be ac—
companied by a chorus composed of local choral groups, in—
cluding the Memphis Symphony Chorus, the All City High
School Honor Choir, the Mount Vernon Baptist Church Choir,
the Southwest Tennessee Community College Chorus and the
LeMoyne—Owen College Choir. _
Tickets, which are $10 and $7 in advance or $15 and $10 at
the door, are available by calhng the MSOBox Office at (901) .

324—3627 or TicketMaster at (901) 525—1515, or at the MSO Box
Office, located at 3lﬁl0Walnut Grove Road Sulte501, and any

TicketMaster locatlon

fa

r

;

BOGIES
DELICATESSEN
— 2098
LaSalIe

Memphis TN 38104 _

(901) 272—0022 f

f

7 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Monday Friday
8 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday
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Jack Wetherall

‘Queer As

brings

Folk role

RY LAINE MeNEIL

STAFF WRITER
When you look at the list of his theater and directing credits,
it‘s hard to consider Jack Wetherall a "new kid on any block,"
but when it comes to acting on television, it‘s the truth. And
Wetherall‘s all about truth.
Wetherall recently began work on the second season of
Showtime‘s hit series, "Queer As Folk," in which he plays Vic
Grassi—a brother, an uncle, a gay man over the age of 40 and a
person hvmg with HIV/AIDS who has returned to his home—
town to live with his sister, Debbie.
Wetherall took a break from his busy shooting schedule re—
cently to talk with Family & Friends by telephone about the show,
his character and the impact both Vic and the show are having
not only in America, but in Canada, too, where the show is ac—
tually filmed.

2nd
seasontobeginJan. 6
As last we tuned intoGLBT
‘Queer As Folk‘

truth,

as

'

honesty

to

Uncle Vlc Gras31
f

Uncle Vic, second from left, and cast crash a fundraiser for
a senator in eeisode 17 of the first season.
;
"Sorry to keep you waiting," he said apologizing for a short —
delay in our interview schedule. "We had two scenes that involved
me cooking in the kitchen. Vic‘s cooking this year. A good Italian
family, you know, there‘s always a plate of pasta somewhere."
"Queer as Folk" viewers first met Vic in the series‘ pilot.
"Debbie, my sister, who is played by Sharon Gless, comes
home one night late with Michael, my nephew. They see the
lights on in the house and they get upset," Wetherall said re—
counting Vic‘s introduction on the show. "She (Gless) runs into
the house saying, ‘There must be something wrong with Vic.‘
They come in and I‘m sitting at the kitchen table looking
forlorned and she says, ‘Is something the matter? Are you okay?‘
"It turns out," he continued, "that all of Vie‘s credit card bills
came in. He was convinced he was going to die (from AIDS) so
he took his sister on a wonderful holiday to Europe and racked
up the bills. He thought he‘d be dead by the time the bills came
in, but the cocktail kicked in and his health was coming back to

Amer1cas favorite television
drama, "Queer As Folk," Michael and Dr. David were prepar—
ing for their move to Portland and Brian was turning 30. Ted
was finally facing the truth about Blake andtheir relationship
and Justin was taking best—bud, Daphne, to the senior prom.
Of course, television wouldn‘t be television without season
cliffhangers, and boy, were we ever in store for one, the likes of which
we hadn‘t seensince the entire country wondered, "Who shot J.R?"
It‘s no secret that Justin has been hopelessly in love with
Brian since the first time their eyes, and other parts, met. And,
there are times we know Justin believes Brian loves him back,
even if Brian won‘t admit it to anyone, including himself.
However, we are periodically given a glimpse of that truth, as
him, and so were the bills."
evidenced when Brian shows up at the prom to dance with Justin.
_
Each week, audiences get abouta 45—minute glimpse into
Hopeless, or hopeful depending on how you look at it, ro— the lives of seven of the shows gay and lesbian characters, Brian,
mantics everywhere (at least in the U.S. and Canada since you
Michael, Justin, Ted, Emmett, Melanie and Lindsay. While we
can‘t get the North American version of the show anywhere
get a chance to see what makes these "folks" tick, Vic remains a
else) were swooning at Brian‘s selfless gesture.
bit of a mystery.
Then, like one of Emmett‘s cocktailglasses, the fairytale (pun
"Who is Vic?" Wetherall saidrepeating my question. "I think
intended) ending to the first season was shattered as one of he‘s creative. I think he‘s smart 1 f]
he‘s somebody who
Justin‘s homophobic classmates defined the true meanmg of knew what it was like to get out of smaller community to
hate with a baseball bat.
challenge himself with a larger world n hispast life, Vic went

The last we saw of Justin, was a limp,bloodyhottie being put to New York, lived in New York &
into the back of an ambulance, Brian at thehosp1taland Michael Pittsburgh because he got sick.
mol:
&
trying to decide whose side to rush to, Brrans or David‘s.
"I think he‘s got a good sense of humor" he added "He
Well, avid viewers and QAFgrouples,onSunday, Jan. 6, we‘ll « adores his sister and nephew — they‘re his family. and they‘re
finally get
to find out what happens nextas the much-anna- the people who reallynursed him back and d1dn¢abandon him
See QAF Season 2page 14

See Jack Wetherall,:- page 10
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© SHOWTIME 2001
Brian Kinney, played by
Gale Harold, is the self—pro—
claimed "bad boy."
The hottest man in Pitts,
burgh, Brian is smart, suc—
cessful, devastatingly honest
and sexy as hell.
His earliest ambition in
life was to be young and hot
forever and his most recent
ambition was to be young
and hot forever, which ex
plains his biggest fear: grow
ing old.
:
Things that bug the hell
out of him include people
telling him, "no," aging,
whiny people, difficult Zip—
pers on other guys‘ pants,
people who forget to leave
when he‘s finished with
them and anyone or any—
thing that might hurt
Michael or Justin.

Originally from Atlanta,
Gale Harold made his theat—
rical debut as "Bunny" in
Gillian Plowman‘s Me and
My Friend at the Los Angeles
Theatre Center. His feature
debut saw him in the role of
"Booker" in Paul Scheuring‘s
36K. During his studies in
the Actor‘s Conservatory
Program, he appeared in
productions of The Misun—
thrope and Cymbeline.

Debbie Novotny, played
by Sharon Gless, is not only
Michael‘s mother and a wait—
ress at the Liberty Diner, but,
it seems the defacto mother of
nearly all of Michael‘s friends,
‘
as well.

When it comes to moms,
she‘s no Mrs. Brady. Debbie
doesn‘t do anything half—way,
from her clothes to her wig,
her queer—pride and AIDS
activitist buttons to her sup—
port and love for her son.
She would never dream of
turning away anyone who
was lonely, hungry or in need
of help, which explains why
she has taken Justin into her
home, even while caring for
her brother, Vic.
Among the things she
hates, her son not eating
enough and Vic being sick.

Justin Taylor, played by
Randy Harrison, has been de—
scribed as "a hottie with sub—
stance" and "the one—night—
stand that never went away."
A talented and aspiring
high school artist, Justin is
openly, and some might even
go so far to say hopelessly,
taken with Brian. In fact, Jus—
tin believes Brian loves him,
even if Brian won‘t admit it.
Sometimes one of the most
mature and courageous folks
on the Liberty Avenue queer
scene, Justin is torn between
fantasizing about spending his
life with Brian and fighting the
homophobic injustices that
seem to be served up in heap—
ing helpings at the private
school he goes to. But, it‘s safe
to say that Justin knows what
he wants and goes after it.

Sharon Gless is best—known
Randy Harrison has been
for her Emmy and Golden acting since
age seven, although
Globe award—winning perfor— his role in
"Queer As Folk"
mance as Christine Cagney in marked his
television debut.
the 1982—1988 televison series,
Openly gay, he was re—
"Cagney & Lacey,"
cently graduated from the
Her film, theater and tele— University
of Cincinnati Col—
vision credits are numerous. lege—Conservator
y of Music
She received five nominations with a bachelor
of fine arts
and a Golden Globe in 1990, degree in
theater.
|
for her role as Rosie O‘Neill in
Some of his favorite pro—
the CBS series, "The Trials of ductions
have included Violet,
Rosie O‘Neill."
1776 and West Side Story.
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Lindsay Peterson, played
by Thea Gill, is an artist,
teacher, lover and mother, al—
though not always in that or—
der, just ask Melanie.
Lindsay was awakened one
day from her sleep by the kiss
of a beautiful civil rights law—
yer named Melanie and since
then, she has never looked
back, although she shares a
unique love with Brian, too,
one that goes beyond the fact
that Brian was the "sperm do—
nor" of her son, Gus.
In fact, she usually finds
herself in the role of peace—
maker when Melanie and
Brian‘s strong personalities |
clash, which is almost always.
If she hosted a dinner party,
her guests would include
Melanie and Brian (at opposite
ends of the table), and k.d. lang.
Thea Gill is a veteran film,
television and theatre actress,
as well as an accomplished
jazz singer.
§
Her most recent films have
included Me and My Shadows,
Washed Up and Common
Ground, written by and star—
ring Harvey Fierstein and di—
rected by Donna Deitch.
As a stage actor, she has
starred in numerous produc—
tions across Canada.
information on characters and actors was tak

|
|
|
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Wetherall

from page 7
when he got sick. I think he‘s lonely. I think he feels the isola—
tion of living with HIV. And, I think there‘s a real desire in
to reclaim his life and move forward, but I think there‘s a lothim
confusion as to exactly how he can do this, but I know the de—of
sire is there for him to do it."
Besides the fact that Wetherall portrays the character, there‘s
another reason he knows so much about Vic.
"I always have to find a way of making any character I play
as close to me as I can," he explained when asked about real—life
parallels between himself and Vic. "I don‘t try to
I‘m not. I try to understand what the motive is, orbethesomething
intention
that a character is playing, and I try to play that truthfully.
the character takes shape around that. But I‘m acting from aThen,
that I understand so I would say Vic‘s pretty close to me." truth
How closeis "pretty close?" Does that mean Wetherall
identifies as gay, after all; Vic isn‘t the actor‘s first portrayal also
of a
gay character?
f
tps
"I‘ve done numerous gay characters," he told Family &
Friends, "bisexual characters, too. I played Caligula,
was
extremely bisexual. It‘s not really been an issue for me.who
I
look
the characters and the writing that goes with the characters.at
And then on that basis, I choose what I would to do. And,
of course, to play Oscar Wilde, my God, what alike
fantastic char—
acter." Wetherall portrayed Wilde in the Cincinnati
production of Gross Indecency: The Three Trials of OscarPlayhouse
"I identify myself through the character of whoeverWilde.
I hap—

pen to be playing at the time," he said answering the, "Do
you
identify as gay?" question. "My personal life is my personal
life; I‘m old—school that way. I‘m certainly not afraid to walk
any tightrope, but in terms of my personal life, that‘s my
per—
sonal life. And, I‘m certainly not afraid to fight politically
or
walk in any parade. When people say, ‘Are you gay?‘ I say, ‘Hey,
is Mick Jagger gay?""
f
In it‘s first 22—episode season, "Queer As Folk" has tackled
some pretty serious GLBT and non—GLBT issues, such as safe—
sex, parental rights of gays and lesbians, coming out to your
parents, homophobia, fear of discrimination in the workplace,
the ex—gay movement and all that surrounds HIV and AIDS.
These issues, as well as the ability of viewers to see pieces
of
themselves, their friends and family members in the charac
ters, is what keeps viewers tuning in each week.
—
"I‘ve had a lot of good feedback from people who‘ve stopped
me on the street," Wetherall said. "They‘re really interested
in
Vic, and they‘re interested in the storyline — the elements
he
brings to the show — being HIV—positive, being
an older gay
man, being at home with a sister and his feelings
of isolation
and wanting companionship."
Wetherall described the public‘s response to the show
he has
received as "extremely loving."
f
"I had a boy follow mefor two blocks," he recalled, "just
to
‘say he was a young actorin New York. He said, I‘ve been watch—
ing the show and I have to say what a big fan I am of yours. I
was verycloseto my uncle, who died of AIDS. Not only am I
watching the show, but my whole family is watching the show
to tryand find someunderstanding, some kind of insight on
valli

Vchrassi, playd by Jack Wetherall, and Melanie Marcus
,
played by Michelle Clunie .in episode 20 of season 1.
our family‘s story here.""
Part of what makes Wetherall‘s portrayal of Vic so believ—
able is the amount of responsibility he feels.
"I find that part of the difficulty in playing Vic is the tremen—
dous responsibility I feel, the honor I have of playing this
char—
acter," he said. "And, wanting to honor the lives of not only
a
lot of friends that I‘ve lost, but a lot of people I may only
be
lucky enough to ever hear their stories." f
_. And he doesn‘t take this responsibility lightly, as evidenced
by the amount of research hepours into his craft and the prepa—
ration he undergoes to portray Vie. ___ _
"I‘ve gone to the brink with several of my friends in New York,"
he said when asked about preparing to play a man infected with HIV.
"Being part of the theater community, I know people, some
of whom have crossed over, some of them have died from
the

disease’and others who I‘m very close to rightnow,
who, for
whatever reasons, responded well to the drug treatment,
to the
new drugs, and have come back and are leading very
creative,
interesting lives right now.
;
"And, a lot of the issues they‘re dealing with I‘m also
trying
to bring to the table, in terms of Vic‘sstoryline," Wetherall
con—
tinued. "The issues of beingstuck on disability; the
nervous—
— ness of trying to get backin the workforce and possibly
loosing
your disability, and thengetting sick again; what it‘s like
to date
again when you‘re HIV—positive; what it‘slike being
an older
manwhose gone to the brink of death and has come
back —
what do you do with the rest of your life?
"T take the responsibility of playing Vic very much to
heart,"
he said, "so I make sure that if there‘s an issue we
deal with in
a piece I research it as much as I can. I want to make sure
it‘s
valid and that we‘re not going to loose viewers who would
re—
alize that we‘re cheating or that we‘re not being honest."
One example Wetherall gave of trying to portray
Vic as hon—
estly as possible occurred the first day he was on
the set.
"I cameon the set and it was the first time I was
at home
with Vic in the kitchen," herecalled. "I said
to the producers,
‘You knowwhat this kitchen is missing are bottles
of pills.‘ I
said he‘d probably keep them on the kitchen counter
and you‘d

___See Jack Wetherall, page
14
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MLGCJ gives Dollar Tree
Responding to a news story in The Memphis Flyer regarding
two women who said they were asked to leave the Poplar Plaza
Dollar Tree store because they were holding hands, the Mem—
phis Lesbian and Gay Coalition for Justice (MLGC]) stepped in
to investigate the situation, which occurred in October.
"Jim Maynard, co—chair for the (MLGCJ,) called the store on Nov.
29, to talk to the manager to verify the reported incidence and to
inquire about what, if any, action was taken to address the prob—
lem," the MLGCJ wrote in apress release. ‘"The manager refused to
discuss the issue or give her name and rudely hung up the phone.
"Another representative of (MLGC]J), Len Piechowski, called
the national office of Dollar Tree," the press release continued,
"and spoke to a (public relations) spokesperson who assured
him that Dollar Tree does not tolerate discrimination and that
an internal investigation had been taken: (The Dollar Tree rep—
resentative) did not say what, if any, corrective action was taken.
When questioned specifically by Piechowski concerning
whether or not same—gender couples who openly display affec—
tion in (the) Dollar Tree Store in Poplar Plaza would be asked to
leave the store in the future, the representative responded, ‘No,
they would not be asked to leave.""
‘In order to further investigate any possible GLBT discrimination at
this particular Dollar Tree store, the MLGCJ staged an organized test.
On Friday, Dec. 14, two gay couples ‘and two lesbian

§|
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"couples" entered the store and held hands as they shopped
and as they went to the check—out counter. Individual "spot—
ters" were also present in the store at the same time as the
couples in order to observe the behaviors of the couples, the
staff and management. The couples operated on a prescribed
schedule with one couple entering the store at 10 a.m., followed
by a couple each at noon, 3 p.m. and 7 p.m. with each visit last—
ing approximately 10 minutes.
"I am pleased to report that without exception, these repre—
sentatives of our community were treated with dignity, cour—
tesy and respect by both members of management and the cus—
tomers in the store at the time," Piechowski said, explaining
the end results of the test.
Piechowski said that MLGCJ would be writing a letter to the
corporate headquarters of The Dollar Tree in Chesapeake, Va.,
to commend them for offering a gay—friendly environment.
_
MLGCJ was able to contact Gabrielle DuBois and Rumi
Tominaga, the subjects of the original incident. However, neither
DuBois nor Tominaga were involved with the test at the store.
"It has been my privilege to talk several times ... with Rumi —
and Gabrielle, the couple whose experience it was that caused
our response," Piechowski said. "They have asked me to ex—
press their deep gratitude for the support provided by the Mem—
phis gay community. They are deeply touched."
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THE RED CROSS will be incl
uding same—gender couples in
its relief efforts to aid those with
lost loved ones in the Sept. 11
terrorist attacks. Eligibility is dete
rmined by several measures,

|
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Turnkey Home Based
Business
$500+/week PT.
$1,000—$4,000+/week FT.
* Control Your Hours & Inc
ome!
* Mail Order & E—Commerc
e Industries!
* Full Training & Support
Provided!
Call 888—624—2518 for free book
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tem.com
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including joint bank accounts
, home ownership and/or pow
—
ers of attorney.
Congratulations to CAROL
PLUNK who will have one
or
more songs off her A Piece of Me
CD used in the soundtrack for
a movie being filmed in Mem
phis called Nothing But Flow
ers.
Also, PLUNK‘s "No More Pret
ending" has been chosen to be
included on SBS Records‘s upc
oming music sampler.
EQUALITY TENNESSEE has
its website up and running at
www.equalitytn.org. For mor
e information on this state civil
—
rights organization check the
website out.
On Friday, Feb. 15, at the Mad
ison Flame, 1588 Madison
Avenue, ST. PATRICK‘S INV
ITATIONAL TOURNAMEN
T
(SPIT) will be putting on a sho
w in an effort to continue rais
ing
funds for its annual invitational
bowling tournament, attended
by GLBT bowlers from across
the USA and Canada. We unde
r—
stand two very lovely ladies
will be emceeing the show. Get
your tip money ready! _

‘
For those of you folks in and around
Jackson, Miss., JACK‘S
CONSTRUCTION SITE and JACK &
JILL‘S will be collecting
canned goods for the SOUTHERN
AIDS COMMISSIONS
FOOD PANTRY. Give if you can.
The MS. FLAWLESS PLUS 2002—2003
PAGEANT will be held
Feb. 25, at N—COGNITO, 338 South
Front at Vance. More than
$1,500 in cash and prizes will be awa
rded to the winners. For
information, call (901) 368—1681 or (901
) 650—3829.
And, speaking of N—COGNITO, we
understand that the
MYSTIC KREWEOF KOURVOISIER
can put on a great show
"for women who love women" at "the
club."
Okay, theMEMPHIS AND SHELBY
COUNTY HEALTH DE—
PARTMENT calledFamily & Friendsa
nd asked for our help to _
get the word out. Folks, please, WAS
H YOUR HANDS! There
has been an outbreak of HEPATITIS
A and a lot of gay and bi—
. sexual men havecome down with it.
Well, FAMILY & FRIENDS‘$ "NEW
AND IMPROVED"
WEBSITE will beup and running some
time in January. It will
f feature/the news you find in this issue
. The new website is lo—
cated at FAMILYANDFRIEND
SMAGAZINE.COM.
While many people know the
NEL SUPER BOWL is usu—
ally played near the end of
January, it has come to our
at—
tention that the 2002 Super
Bowlis scheduled for Sund
ay,
;
Feb. 3. Why in February?
We as—
sume it has something to
do
with games being postpone
d in
the wake of the Sept. 11 terr
or
ist attacks.
We are anxiously coun
ting
down the weeks until THE MYS
—
TIC KREWE OF MEMPHI
S
{ 6 2 12 Northfgvergreen
UNITED throws its annual gala
~ 901—722—21 77
MARDIGRAS BALL. The date
is
Saturday, Feb. 2, and if you
got
an invitation, you had
better
R.S.V.P. or you may not
have a
«seat at this popular even
t.
Speaking of MU‘s 2002
Ball,
—the attire is formal and
MIKE
HUEY at AMERICAN
TUXEDO
can help get you outfitted
in just
the right festive garb.
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Jack Wetherall

from page 10

have to see Vic taking a handful of pills three times a day. They
said, ‘Oh, that‘s a great idea.‘ So, very quickly we dressed the
set to support my story."
Of course, Wetherall‘s sense of humor helps give Vic his
uncanny wit.

:

"It‘s hard when you‘ve got all these young, attractive people
on the set and they‘re all made tolook as good as they can be.
And, of course, I sit in the (makeup) chair for an hour and they
make me look sick and old," he said laughing.
Since "Queer As Folk" is about relationships, we asked
Wetherall about Vic‘s relationships with the other characters.
"I think you see a lot of the characters coming to Vic for ad—
vice," he began. "I think they see him as somebody whose got
some experience. He‘s often there for them to talk to when they
can‘t talk to somebody else about certain issues.
"For instance," he continued, "last year one of the charac—
ters (Emmett) thought he might be HIV—positive. So, he seeks
out Vie to try and get some feeling on that. The same with
the
character of Brian. When he (Brian) finds out his dad is really

suddenly, for the first time, I think, acknowl—
edges the fact that Vic lives with all of these medications and
lives with this disease. That acknowledgment somewhat
changes his perspective of what his dad might be going through
and explains why his dad might be the way he is.
"In terms of from Vic‘s point of view," Wetherall said, "I think
there‘s a certain amount of wanting to be attractive to the
younger men and being hurt by the fact that they don‘t—seem to
acknowledge him, except when they have a problem. I think
Vic still wants to be in there with them, even though I think
he‘s over hanging out at the bar and all that cruisescene." _
And, Wetherall knows viewers are identifying with Vic be— .
ing an older gay male.
sick with cancer he

"You know, in the community right now, I‘m getting a lot of
feedbackfrom people who watch the show," he said. "There
are a lot of people over 30 who watch the show and they‘re
looking for their storylines, things they can relate to. And, funny
enough, a lot of the people who were on the front lines of the
gay movement, we have references to Stonewall, I can still seek
out in bookstores and various political platforms in New York
City. They were on the front line, and some of those guys are
still around. But, because of the consequence of their efforts,
we‘re able to have showslike this on television."
$
Was Wetherall aware of the graphic sexual nature of the show
before he took the part?
"The sexuality of it, the kind of outrageousness of it didn‘t
bother me," he said recalling his feelings about the show prior
to his being cast. "I must say, I don‘t think I was prepared for
the amount of explicit sex that we saw on the show, that came
as a surprise.
"I think I was relieved at the beginning," he said laughing,
"that I was a character over 40 who probably didn‘t have to
take his clothes off, even though I go to the gym on a fairly
regular basis as part of my theater training. Now, I don‘t know.
Now I think I could take my clothes off with the best of them."
Which brings us to the question of whether or not Vic will
have a love—interest in the second season.
"That would be nice," he said. "I‘d like him to be African
American. I think, because you see so much of the sexual ele—
ment being taken care of by the younger group, what I‘d like to
see with Vic is tenderness; a relationship that brings tenderness
. and real good company, companionship."
How does Wetherall feel about the show?
"I think what‘s good about the show is that we can‘t be ev—
erything for everybodyso we‘re trying to find the voice for a
distinct number’foff‘c‘haracters, which allow a certain number of
storiesto get out there," he said. "We‘re not going to cover all
SeeJack Wether

all, page 39

QAF

Season 2 :

best efforts. Ted is fired for surfing pornat work. Michael and
— Emmett take jobs as naked waiters”. This time, it‘s Melanie who

to Lindegy !" ||
|/ (~>
|
from page 7 proposes
Episode 203, Jan. 20: "Ted‘s favorite author, Howard
pated second season of "Queer As Folk" begins at 9 p.m. Cen— Bellweather, is in town to protest Brian‘s Hero Award while
¢
tral Standard Time.
collecting his own. Emmett‘s working for fabulous men who
Note: For those who weren‘t counting, the first season con— seem
thepolitically—correct characters of the new gay TV
tained 22 episodes and the second season is slated to be 20 epi— drama,like‘Gay
{is-Blazes? Michael wantsto reconnect with Brian
sodes in length, which begins with No. 201.
‘atthe comic convention."
Lubing appetites for the second season with the "Full. Fron—
Episode 204, Jan. 27: "Brian, Michael, Justin, Emmett, Ted,
tal. Second Season" teaser lines, Showtime‘s website
has
pro—
‘Lindsay, Melanie and Debbie all overcome various obstacles to
vided "episodic" previews of the first four episodes, whichare — show their PRIDE in Pittsburgh‘s annual parade."
set to air Sundays, Jan. 6, 13, 20 and 27. —
Locally, "QAF"is first broadcast each week on Sundays at 9
_ The information that follows is listed on Showtime‘s website «__p.m.,
and then is re—broadcast (just incase you miss it on Sun—
at www.sho.com. _
day, but who in theirright mind would?) on Tuesdays at
10
Episode 201, Jan. 6: "Suffering post—trauma after the bash— p.m., and on Saturdays and Tuesdays at 9 p.m.
ing, Justin can‘t remember the fateful night and Brian can‘t for— f Something else die—hard (pun intended, again) fans might.
get it. Lindsay pops a question to Melanie at her sister‘s wed— like toknow,the indtrack to "QAF" is available
on
ding. Michael returns to Pittsburgh just as Chris Hobbs (Justin‘s
amazon.com‘s website | | || _ |
classmate) issentenced."
)
f+ }
Mark your calendars, grab some popcorn (and someone
to
Episode 2621, Jan. 13: "Justin is unable to process Chris watch
with)and byal
means, turn off those cellphones and

Hobbs‘sattack, orto accept physical contact, despite Brian‘s

ready for "QueerAs Folk" season 2.

get

§
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Opera Memphis

to present

Join Opera Memphis on Friday and Saturday, Jan. 25 and 26,
at 8 p.m., at The Orpheum Theatre, 203 South Main Street, for
Mozart‘s mystical fairy tale, The Magic Flute.
The Magic Flute, set in an enchanted land where love is won
through courage, virtue and a little magic, begins, as all fairy
tales should, with a handsome prince. Tamino is sent by the Queen
of the Night on a perilous quest to save her beautiful daughter
Pamina from the evil Sarastro. Three guide spirits lead Prince
Tamino and his feathery companion, Papageno the bird—catcher,
into the realm of Sarastro. Their only protection is the magical
instruments given to them by the Queen —a flute and silver bells..
The spirits lead them to a grove with three temples. The high
priest appears to warn Tamino that it is the Queen of the Night
who is evil, not Sarastro. Papageno, on his own, stumbles upon
Pamina in one of the temples.. Monostatos, Sarastro‘s servant,
is making a bumbling attempt at seducing the horrified Pamina.
Papageno‘s unexpected entrance startles them both and they
flee. Papageno, however, returns to tell the Princess of Tamino‘s
quest and his love for her.
With the help of their magical instruments, Tamino and
Papageno are able to quell the constantly appearing obstacles,
and everyone is reunited at the temples. Preparations are made
for Tamino‘s initiation into the Brotherhood of Reason, Nature
and Wisdom. Sworn to silence, he will be tempted by lust, pained
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The Magic Flute

by heartache and chal—
lenged by nature.
He is fighting for
love. Is his love strong
enough to conquer the
fears that will arise?
Are the Prince‘s virtue
and courage strong
enough to survive the
trials? Or will evil spoil
our fairy tale ending?
Brent Weber takes
the role of Tamino,
Anita Johnson is
Pamina and Anne
Vikre is the Queen of
the Night: David
Loebel will conduct the orchestra.
Tickets, which range from $10 to $70, are available at the
Opera Memphis Box Office, 4821 American Way, #102; by call—
ing the Opera Memphis Box Office at (901) 257—3100, or by call—
ing TicketMaster at (901) 743—ARTS.
For more information, visit Opera Memphis‘s website at
www.operamemphis.org.

FAMIREYand friends f

Page 16

January 2002

f

The Most Fabulous

Director

Story Ever

Ann

Told

Marlo Hall talks about show
run into Jane and Mabel, who were happy
together in the Garden elsewhere.
After leaving paradise, the foursome
manages to stay together throughout his—
tory, going through all of the high points
of life, such as the girls‘ invention of the
pulley and wheel and Adam‘s invention
of shampoo—and—conditioner—in—one, all
the way to the present, which finds Adam
and Steve in their New York apartment
about to celebrate Christmas.
FSF:Whydidyouwanttodirectthis show?
made me laugh out loud when I was
just
it
Because
AMH:

Ann Mane Hall, director of The Circuit

Playhouse‘s production of The Most Fabu—
lous Story Ever Told, took a few minutes out
_ of her hectic schedule to discuss the show.
Family & Friends: Tell us a little about
the show.
Ann Marie Hall: It is Just your basic
"Adam and Steve in the Garden of Eden"love
story. Most everyone knows it as "Adam and
Eve," and I think they may have been in an—
other part of the Garden. After all, the boys

reading it.
I grew up with 12 years of Catholic education and spent a lot of
time down at theprincipal‘s office because I was always asking the
Sisters to explain that "virgin birth" concept to me one more time.
I was always asking the wrong questions, so naturally this
script spoke to me. In the midst of all the frivolity, there are
some basic truths about love, life and the pursuit of a higher
power. But mostly, it is a good time.
F&F: In your opinion, what‘s the best scene in the show?
AMH: I so cannot answer that.
I will give a few: That sexy rhinoceros on the Ark; Adam and
Steve‘s first date; a bull—dyke giving birth; the stage manager who
just can‘t get that dove to fly; the paraplegic lesbian rabbi talk show
Amazon guards, Ftattateeta
host speech; Pharaoh and his lesbian
and Peggy; Mabel‘s revelation of the existence of God, and that nice
hen Jane says she wants to call
Mormon girl from Utah’sreactlo
the baby "Satan."
}

— themonth at Flrst €

church, 1000 South Cooper,
urthMondays, the group
ambda also getstogether
or social outings. This group

ides a meansfor meeting
for
bar scene;gives a voice
the
outside
people
other "20—somethin
Memphls GLBT
larger
helpsthe
;
Memphians
GL
youn
to
l,
basically, has a good time.
g locations or more information, email
of each month. Thenext meetmgis set for Sunday, Jan. 6,from, ,
ahoo.com,
call (901)324—4297 or Vlslt MGLCC’
6to 8 p.m. at Holy Trinity Community: Church, 3430 Summer |
MemphisGayWeb.org.
‘
f
Avenue. MGLCC will continue its discussion regarding modi—
|
Tw1nk1e
F11m
Festlval
to
return
town—
following
The
by—laws
and
fications to its constitution
provides suppo

hallmeeting willbe on Sunday, Feb. 3, at 6p.m. at HolyTrinity |
Community Church. Thetoplc ofthat meetmg has yetto be
l
announced
|
MGLCC pot-luckis set

he MGLCC holds a monthly pot—luckon the third Thurs — :
day of ei ch month. This month‘s pot—luck is set for Jan. 17 at .
7:30 p.m.at the homeofMGLCC President Jason Crockett Call
1574 for directions.
— 2xLambdainvites 20 to 29 year-olds
ai is a MGLCC—sponsoredsocial group for GLBT
20 to 29. This groupImeets every Monday from k

movies
riAlng list of GLBT—themed and GLBT—produced
e offeredatthis annual event. Look for details in upcom—
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BU members take retreat
. Brothers United Network of Tennessee
The Brothers United Fifth Annual Winter Retreat was held
Dec. 7 to 9 at Fall Creek Falls State Park in Pikesville, Tenn.
Ninety—five men attended this year‘s event, themed "Power."
Those in attendance represented all of the chapters of the
Brothers United Network of Tennessee, including its chapters
in Memphis, Nashville, Jackson, Chattanooga and Knoxville.
Also in attendance were men from as far away as California
and Chicago and one group from Louisville, Ky.
Some of the workshops available at the retreat this year included
"Gay Sexual Politics: Exposing Heterosexist Thinking," led by
Willie Lang, Jr.; "Relax: It‘s Just Sex," led by Victor Anderson, and
"Adoption: A Roundtable Discussion," led by James Tooles.
"The retreat was outstanding," said Anthony Hardaway,
volunteer coordinator emeritus for Brothers United of Mem—
phis. "It was an extended family. (It was a time) for all of us to
come to one arena to encourage each other, as well as to sup—
port one another. That was the big thing of the retreat."
Brothers United of Chattanooga
BU Chattanooga will celebrate its fifth anniversary onSatur—
day and Sunday, Jan. 19 and 20, at Chuck‘s Place, 27 West Main
Street, in Chattanooga. For details, call Sam at (423) 622—0769.
For more information on any of the chapters, go online to
www.brothersunited.com or call (800) 845—4266, ext. 269.

Looking for Mexico in Memphis? |

3rd Annual Mem hIS |

_
Festival
January 18 — February 18, 2002
Pink Palace Museum
3050 Central Avenue
Reservations 320—6362
‘ Friday
7:00 Living Sea
8:00 Grand Canyon
Saturday
10:30 Wild California
11:30 Destiny in Space
1:00 Thrill Ride
2:00 T—REX |
3:00 Living Sea
4:00 Grand Canyon
5:00 Destiny in Space
7:00 Living Sea
8:00 Grand Canyon
" Sunday
1:00 Thrill Ride —
2:00 T—REX
‘

3:00 Living Sea
4:00 Grand Canyon
5:00 Destiny in Space
Panchos
Furt—Service Restaurants
East e 717 N. White Station (901—685—5404)
Downtown e 87 S. Second Street (901—522—0011)
West Memphis e 3600 E. Broadway (870—735—6466)
Quick—Serve Restaurant
East » 2841 S. Perkins Road (901—363—8118)
Arc Restaurants Oren at 11 a.m. Daiy

Monday
{Jan. 21 & Feb. 18)
10:30 Wild California
11:30 Destiny in Space
1:00 Thrill Ride
2:00 T—REX
& 3:00 Living Sea
AA 4:00 Grand Canyon
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UofM

professors

conducting

still

research

Dr. Sharon Horne and Dr. Suzanne Lease of The University —
of Memphis are presently conducting a research project to ex—
amine the roles that religion and spirituality play in the lives of
gays, lesbians, bisexuals and transgender individuals.
The researchers are conducting the survey because there is
"very little research (that) has examined the role that religion
and spirituality play in the lives of GLBT persons. (Those par—
ticipating in the study) will help to increase awareness and un—
derstanding of the impact of religion and spirituality on cop—
ing, support, conflict and renewal in the lives of GLBT persons."
These GLBT—affirming researchers have posted their survey
on the web at sagan.psyc.memphis.edu/ and invite all GLBT
individuals to participate. The survey takes approximately 25
minutes to complete.

GET YOUR
SUBSCRIPTION TO
FAMILY & FRIENDS TODAY

ﬁat/[0
sal tE
January 11 — January 26
By Harold Pinter
Directed by Ted Strickland
11 Adults
$10 Students
Box Office 682—8323
Sponsored by
Gene and Sandra Cochran
Memphis Arts Council Partner:
Hilton Hotels
Memphis Flyer

For showtimes call the Malco
Movie Hotline at
(901) 68 1—2020 or visit our
website at www.malco.com
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experiencing outbreak of Hepatitis A

The Memphis and Shelby County Health Department
(MSCHD) has reported a community outbreak of Hepatitis A
during the past several months.
"We are having an outbreak of Hepatitis Ain our community

(Memphis)," said Brenda Ward, public relations director for the
MSCHD, "and a significant number of cases have been confirmed
since Oct. 2001, and are in the gay or bisexual community of men."
As of Dec. 20, a total of 43 Hepatitis A cases have been con—
firmed in 2001, with 11 cases requiring hospitalization. This com—
pares with a total of 34 cases, with nine hospitalizations in 2000.
In the 1995 Hepatitis A epidemic, the disease affected mainly
daycare and elementary—age children. Today, while the disease still
occurs frequently in this younger age group, it is the 30— to 49 year—
olds who constitute the majority of new cases this year. For this rea—
son, the MSCHD is now encouraging Hepatitis A shots for adults.
While Hepatitis A is rarely life threatening, the illness can
produce severe symptoms possibly leading to hospitalization.
"Hepatitis" means inflammation of the liver. Type A desig—
nates which virus is causing the illness. Hepatitis A is spread
by the fecal—oral route.
Thus, Hepatitis A causes infection if ingested or if a con—
taminatedobject is placed in the mouth. The virus is not spread
through the air or saliva and an individual cannot be infected

THE

by just being in the same room with an infected person.
The incubation period ranges from two to six weeks and may
be followed by fever, poor appetite, abdominal discomfort, nau—
sea, vomiting, dark urine, clay—colored stools or jaundice (yellow
skin and whites of eyes). Dehydration from diarrhea and/or vom—
iting requires patients to be hospitalized for fluid replacement.
"The best preventive measure for Hepatitis A is washing your
hands," said Lila Stafford, environmentalist with the epidemi—
ology section of the MSCHD. "I know it sounds simple, but
washing your hands with soap and water for approximately 20
seconds can prevent the transmission of Hepatitis A and a num—
ber of other communicable diseases." Also, the practice of safe—
sex will help prevent contracting this disease.
"The epidemiology staff quickly begins to investigate each
reported case so we can give immune globulin (IG) to individu—
als with exposure or possible exposure," Stafford said. IG can
be given within 14 days of exposure to possibly prevent the
disease or cause it to be less severe.
Hepatitis A shots are available at the MSCHD, located at 814
Jefferson Avenue. The vaccine is given in a two—dose series for
adults and the cost if $45 per dose. For children, ages two to 18,
the vaccine is free. For more information, contact the MSCHD
at (901) 544—7717.

PUMPING

SKI

STATION

PARTY

SATURDAY,

JAN.

26

COME JOIN AS WEGO DOWN

THE

SLOPE

S

©1382POPLAR

901—272—7600
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STRAIGHTUP »« not straight
By J. Suane Wiuson
arms to the floor with one hand and began unzipping his pants
DearI amStraight
Up:
with the other. He said, "You‘ve been playing with boys. You
a21
year—oldgaymale.
Until
last
summerIlived
with
want to be gay? I‘m gonna show you what a real man is like."
mystepfatherandmymother.MyfatherleftwhenIwasthree
I managed to get away from him before he was able to carry
months
old,
and
my
stepfather
has
been
the
only
father
I‘ve
out anything that was on his mind. I left that house and have
ever
known.
Although
he
has
been
a
great
provider
to
me
not been back since, nor have I attempted to contact my
andmymother,heoftenhitsme.
Ibecanneverdoanythinggood
mother. I‘m not even sure she knows what happened, but I
enough
for
him.
He
wants
me
to
an
attorney
like
himself.
The
stress of measuring up to hisexpectations has been so assume she saw the blood in my room. Two days later, I ended
stressful and overwhelming over the years. I graduated high . up in the emergency room with chest pains and found it dif—
ficult to breath. I learned that my stepfather had broken three
school inat the
top ofscience.
my classWhile
and inwent
on toI met
get aa bachelors
ribs and one punctured my left lung. I recovered.
degree
political
college
greatguy.
since moved to Florida; at first I lived on the streets.
Last summer.
I thought
it was
a great
time to "come out" to AfterI have
a couple of months, I met a young man who introduced
them.
I
couldn‘t
have
been
more
wrong.
me to some "friends." Now, I make my own living. I have a
Mystepfather
mother did,
embraced
memother
with open
arms,
andnight
I thought
great apartment, I have food, I make plenty of money and I
my
too.
My
went
out
that
shop—
even picked up an unwanted puppy in the parking lot of a
ping.
Whilea she
wasongone,
my stepfathercame
intocollege
myroom.tu— ‘nearby
grocery store. I am a prostitute.
He
placed
check
the
dresser
which
paid
my
I am so tired of living this life. I have no one but my
ition
in
full,
and
walked
over
to
me.
He
said,
"As
of
today,
you are no longermy son." He began hitting me. He held my

t]

§: A L. C3 P
your next appointment
io a phone
call away!
*)}

(901) 888—0224

3483 poplar memphis tn 38111

puppy
The men I meet scare me sometimes. I lay and wonder if they‘re
going to hit me when they have finished, or even if they are
going to pay for my services. I don‘t get a full night‘s sleep
because I am awakened by horrible dreams. I‘ve lost 25 pounds
in three months. I can‘t go on like this. I want out one way or
the other. I can no longer survive. I need somesuggestions.
Thanks for listening to a total stranger.
Dear Beautiful Stranger,
There are no easy answers to your situation. There are no
easy roads. I amtouched by your letter, and am equally im—
pressed by your survival. You managed to make it to the top of
your class, obtain a college education with honors, despite the
pressures and stressors of living in an abusive environment.
You had the courage to remove yourself from that environment
and are still surviving. You wrote to me seeking answers, which
tells me you have more strength than you are aware of.
Often children who are abused find it amazing how much
strength they really have. Just the mere fact you wrote to me says
you are strong. Also, those same children sometimes do not make
it back home. The pain is so great they "check out" without ever
realizing their strength or potential. Only YOU, beautiful stranger,
can tap into that survival, which has maintained your existence
for all these years. Only YOU can survive one more time to take
the steps to change your life around. There are shelters, agencies
and police officials that will assist you in your recovery.
What this "thing" did to you (he doesn‘t deserve to be
called anything with ”daddy” associated with it) was wrong.
He placed his own self—image and desires above that of an—
_ other. That is abuse! He abused his authority and father role
for many years so he could look better in the eyes of the
world. There is nothing wrong with you. You are not to blame.
However, you are in control of what happens next. I would
See Straight Up, page 21
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Straight Up
from page 20
love to see you use the education he paid for and turn your
life around. I would love to see your survival skills, your
strength and your endurance assist another that may find
him or herself in a similar situation.
Whatever decision you make, I ask that your Higher Power watch
over you, protect you and guide you as you struggle to make a
decision. In closing, I applaud you for stepping forward and shar—
ing your story. I applaud your strength to survive and your willing—
ness to seek help. Best of luck to you and your ‘lil friend.
Note: For those of you out there that might find yourself in a
similar situation or at life‘s crossroads trying to decide whether
to keep walking or give up, let this be an inspiration to you.
The next time we have a flat tire, someone cuts us off in traffic
or that partner decides to end the relationship, let‘s think back
on this ... and remember to be grateful.
Former Memphian J. Shane Wilson has a master‘s degree in the
counseling field from The University of Memphis and is presently
employed in the field. The opinions expressed are not necessarily those
of the magazine. For serious problems, seek professional help. "Send
questions to Family & Friends, P.O. Box 771948, Memphis, TN
38177—1948, or e—mail them to FamilyMag@aol.com.

Oly
Gourmet Market
aes. _s
Fresh Seafood f Aged Beef
Belgian Chocolates : Unusual Cheeses
Midtown‘s

As other denominations
tell you, "No,"

l Fresh Breads « Gift Baskets

we continue to proclaim
a Joyous "YES!"
First Congregational

Entrees To Go + Jams — Jelhes : Spices
Oils and Vinegars » Teas

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

Fresh Bean Coffee : Party Planning
An Open and Affirming Church
— welcoming all the children of God —
into a community offaith and Spirit!
We‘re in the Cooper—Young neighborhood!
1000 South Cooper
Worship at 10:30 on Sunday mornings
www.firstcongo.com

sg,
BON AFPPETTT!
208 N. Evergreen
(got) 722—2220
Monday — Saturday
10:00
p.m.
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GLBT journalism scholarships to be awarded
The National Gay and Lesbian Task Force (NGLTF)
Messenger—Anderson Scholarship Program will award
four $5,000 scholarships to gay, lesbian, bisexual and
transgender high school seniors or undergraduate stu—
dents who plan to pursue a bachelor‘s degree in journal—
ism at an accredited four—year college or university. The
deadline to submit applications for this scholarship is
Feb. 1, 2002.
1
Founded in 1973, NGLTF works to eliminate prejudice, vio—
lence and injustice against gay, lesbian, bisexual and transgender
people at the local, state and national level.
§
Larry Messenger and Jim Anderson established the NGLTFE

Need someone to talk to?

Memphis Area Gay Youth
Peer support & discussion group

L

(901) 335—MAGY

Messenger—Anderson Scholarship in memory of Lawrence and
Selina Messenger. The Messengers believed there is a pressing
need to encourage gays and lesbians to become more involved
in shaping media coverage.
The scholarship competition is open only to undergradu—
ate college students and to graduating high school seniors.
Applicants must be pursuing a bachelor‘s degree in journal—
ism. In instances where colleges or universities do not offer
such a degree, applicants must be able to demonstrate that
they are pursuing a career in either journalism or communi—
cations advocacy.
f
Each ofthe four Messenger—Anderson Scholarships will pro—
vide $5,000 the first year, renewable at $2,500 over the next two
years for a possible total award of$10,000. Winners arerequired
to participate in a paid summer internship at NGLTF offices in
Washington, D.C. —
Applications for the NGLTF Messenger—Anderson Scholar—
ship Fund must be postmarked by Feb. 1, 2002. Download
guidelines and an application at www.ngltf.org/about/
messenger.htm. Winners will be announced the spring of 2002,
and the awards will be distributed in August 2002. A commit—
tee of working journalists, communications specialists and
GLBT activists will select the winners.
For questions about the scholarship, send an email message
to mcruz@ngltf.org.
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ORU seeks information

CRISIS

CENTER

on alumni with AIDS
ORU—OUT, the association of more than 200 gay, lesbian, bi—
sexual and transgender alumni of Oral Roberts University
(ORU), is seeking the assistance of the GLBT community in a
project to identify alumni and associates of ORU who have died
from HIV/ AIDS—related complications.
ORU—OUT is an abbreviation for, "Oh, Are You Out?" and
was founded by ORU alumnus Jeff McKissack of Dallas, Texas.
Since Oct. 2000, ORU—OUT has identified 18 alumni, associ—
ates and faculty who have died of complications related to HIV/
AIDS. ORU—OUT‘s Homecoming 2002 AIDS Quilt Project will
create quilt panels to present to the Names Project in February
2002. The panels will be on public display in Tulsa, Okla., dur—
ing ORU‘s Homecoming weekend, Feb. 1 and 2.
I
"Over the past two decades we have lost many friends to
HIV/AIDS," McKissack, president of ORU—OUT said. "For too
long, fear and hate created a shroud of secrecy and caused many
to carry the burden of living with HIV all alone. This year, at.
homecoming, ORU—OUT will pull away this shroud of secrecy:
and remember those that the ORU community has lost to AIDS."
Anyone with any information about ORU alumni, associates or
« faculty who have died of HIV/AIDS—related complications can help
by contacting ORU—OUT through its website at www.oru—out.com.

24—hour telephone hotline
(901) 274—7477

ENZ &

OLIMZ

CARDS AND GIFTS
553 S. COOPER « MEMPHIS, TN 38104
~(901) 728—6535

f

INTENSE PHEROMONES BY 10% «
CARDS « PRIDE FLAGS « BOOKS « POSTERS
JEWELRY «VIDEOS » CDS « MAGAZINES
Monday — Saturday, 10a.m. to 6 p.m.
f

Sunday, 1 to 6 p.m.

Platinum Jewelers
Hollice:

900 5. Perkins Ext. Suite 302
Oak Hall Building
_

(901) 680—0020

Johnson

\0
_

g

Beauty

Salon

1914

Poplar

Also:
in
Custom Rings

the

beautiful

Parkview

Repair Work
Loose Diamonds

901—722—4306

GIA gemologist on staff for appraisals

www.platinumjewelers.com

901—725—4606
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Things for the entire family

Carriage rides at CMOM

On Saturday, Jan. 12, from noon to 2 p.m., kids are invited to
bundle up and experience days gone—by with a horse—and—car—
riage ride at The Children‘s Museum of Memphis, 2525 Central
Avenue. Admission to the museum is $4 for children (ages one
to 12) and $5 for adults. During the month of January, senior
citizens (62+) receive free admission as the museum celebrates
grandparents and senior citizens. For more information, call (901)
458—2678 or visit the museum‘s website at www.cmom.com.
Teens offered self—defense class

A class on self—defense will be offered to teens, ages 12 to 16,
on Saturday, Jan. 26, at 11 a.m. at the Germantown Branch of the
Memphis /Shelby County Public Libraries, located at 1925 Exeter.
Registration is required by calling the library at (901) 754—3702.

CMOM, WKNO/Channel
10 to host ‘Caillou star
The Children‘s Museum of Memphis and WKNO/
Channel 10 are bringing the Caillou(k—eye—u) walk—around
costumed character from the new hit show "Caillou" to _
the museum for two special breakfasts. Children will de—
light in having a "picnic—style" breakfast with Caillou on
Jan. 19 from 8 to 9:30 a.m. or 10:30 a.m. to noon. The menu
will include fruit, orange juice, muffins, bagels, doughnuts
and coffee.
‘KNO Kids premiered the "Caillou" show on Sept. 4,

and now children can meet the curious, four—year—old char—.
acter; listen to Caillou stories by WKNO‘s Mr. Chuck; re—
ceive special Caillou activity sheets and giveaways; shop
| in the Caillou store for merchandise, and enjoy other fun

Collierville library to host dogs

activities. Guests may also enterdrawings for cool Caillou
and museum prize packages.
f
.
"Caillou"is a program for two— to six—year—olds that

On Saturday, Jan. 12, at 1:30 p.m., children, ages six to 12, are
invited to the Collierville Burch Branch of the Memphis
blends animation and live—action segments together to
County Public Libraries, 501 Poplar View Parkway, for a pro—
focus ona lovablefour—year—old named Caillou and his.
gram on dogs and dog behavior presented by the Animal Pro—
_ family. Based on a series of best—selling children‘s books,
tection Association. Registration is required by calling the li— *
Caillou demonstrates the extent to which early experi—
brary at (901) 853—2333.
. ences in life — from going to the park to a child‘s growing —
awarenessof family —are perceived with enormous won—
_ der and sense ofdiscovery. With humor, four—year—old
GLBT Parents Group to meet
logic andimagination, Caillou helps preschoolers make 1
A monthly GLBT parent‘s support group meets the second
sense of the world. .
Thursday of each month at Holy Trinity Community Church,
Tickets are $6 each Reservations for the breakfasts are
3430 Summer Avenue, from 5:30 to 7 p.m. The next meeting is
— required by calhng (901) 458—2678. Museum admissmn
is
set for Thursday, Dec. 13. Bring the kids; childcare is provided.
not meludedin the event cost.
For more information, call Rita or Susan at (901) 327—4783.

Fllm Festival to run January 18
to February 18 at Pink Palace, 6 favorite films to be featured
Back by popular demand, the Mem— Grand Canyon: The Hidden Secrets is a the wild landscapes and even w11derin—
phis IMAX Film Festival returns for the breathtaking view of one of America‘s habitants
of California.
third year to the Union Planters IMAX most spectacular natural wonders.
Tickets for each film are $6.50 for adults,
Theater, located in the PinkPalace Mu— Blast off on a Space Shuttle ride into $6 for seniors and $5 for children (ages
seum, 3050 Central Avenue, with stel— Earth‘s orbit with U.S. astronauts in Des— three to 12). Combination two or more film
lar lineup of the giant films. Choosea from
in Space.
feature tickets can be purchased for dis—
six different IMAX favorites during the tinyThrillRide
The ScienceofFun takesyou on count prices. Reservations are suggested.
festival, set for Jan. 18 through Feb. 18. some ofthemost thrilling ridesimaginable. The films are shown on Fridays, Sat—
Surfthunderous waves in Hawaii, ride T—Rex: Back to the Cretaceous is the ad— urdays and Sundays with special holiday.
on a Coast Guard rescue boat in roaring venture of Ally Hayden, daughter of a — showings
set for Monday, Jan. 21, and
seas offWashington state, visitthe islands world—famous paleontologist, and her _ Monday, Feb.
18.
ofPalau and dive down 3,000 feet to view quest to prove that T—rex laid eggs.
For reservations, showtimes or more
exotic sea creatures in The Living Sea.
Adventures in Wild California features information, call (901) 320—6362.
3rd Annual Memphis IMAX

Jp
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Memphis Pride suspends meetings, gets sponsors
Monthly meetings suspended
it is with great pleasure that MPI alsoannounces the return of
The monthly openmeetings of Memphis Pride Inc., which
two sponsors from this past year, Fantasy Warehouse and Plati—
were held the third Monday of each month at 7 p.m. at Holy
num Paradise, as sponsors of the 2002 Pride Celebration. The
Trinity Community Church, have been suspended until April
sponsors have pledged $3,000 each for 2002.
2002, due to a lack of interest in attending the meetings on the
At the present time, MPI is seeking additional sponsors, as
part of the Memphis GLBT community.
well as vendors, for the 2002 Pride Celebration. For more infor—
"There is no sense in wasting the church‘s utilities in order mation, call (901) 32—PRIDE.
~ for us to have a meeting that no one feels it necessary to at— |
Changes to the MPI board
tend," explained Kay Mills, MPI chair.
— There have been some changes to the MPI board of directors
The monthly meetings will resume with the April 2002, meet
in the past two months.
ing set for Monday, April 15, at 7 p.m. at Holy Trinity Commu—
Initially, when the board elections where held this past Au—
nity Church, located at 3430 Summer Avenue.
gust, Ernest Donelson was elected to the position of secretary
Until that time, MPI will keep the community updated
and Charles Fowler was elected to fill a one—year at—large seat.
through press releases to the Triangle Journal News and Family &
In November, Donelson was moved into an at—large position
Friends Magazine. Anyone having any questions can call MPI at
and Fowler was moved into the secretary‘s seat.
(901) 32—PRIDE.
In addition, prior to the August board elections, Katie
Financial news update
Hiestandresigned her position as chair of MPI. However, dur—
As some folks know, MPI bought out The Playhouse on the
ing the December board meeting, Hiestand was appointed to
Square‘s Dec. 8th production of A Tuna Christmas in an effort to
fill an additional at—large seat on the board. MPI welcomes the
raise funds for the 2002 Pride Celebration. Unfortunately, due
return of Hiestand to the board of MPI.
to poor attendance of the show on that date, as well as a host of
Other members remain as they were elected: Kay Mills, chair;
other unforeseen factors, MPI regretfully has to report an esti—
Patty Pair, co—chair; Tim Johnson, treasurer; Barbara Jean Jason,
mated loss of $1,300.
parliamentarian, and Shelia Tankersley and Mark Jones, board
Although this saddening financial loss comes as bad news,
members at—large.
"I like to think I am a spiritual person. The problem
was I wasn‘t growing in my spirituality. I still believed
the Bible, Jesus, church and all that stuff. My beliefs
were the same as they were when I quit listening in youth
group. Somewhere along the way, I felt there was no
more room for me and I left. Well, here I am, after a
few knocks around the block. I found a church — not
like my parents‘ church — where there were other people
like me who were looking for faith practiced honestly
and openly. It has transformed the way I see myself,
the world and God. God didn‘t give up on me. I just
didn‘t know God well enough."
Holy Trinity Community Church
The Rev. Timothy Meadows, M.Div., Pastor
MEET WITH US:

TALK TO US:
Phone: (901) 320—9376

Snamer Ave.
(between Highland &
National)
F
Sunday: 9:00 &
11:00 a.m.

[®/mail:
htcecmemphis@earthlink.net
Chat: HTCC—
Memphis@yahoogroups.com

I
§
Wednesday: 7:00 p.m. Website:
rg
is.o
emph
itym
trin
www.holy

FAMILY andfriends

Only

2

hate

crimes

January 2002

reported to FBI in 2001

"This is just more proof to our state legislators and to our
In November 2001, the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI)
Washington, D.C., legislators that hate—crime issues need to be
released its annual hate crime statistics report for the year 2000.
addressed with unabridged attention," Renaldo said. "Missis—
The report details bias—motived incidents, offenses, victims and
~sippi needs to enact a tougher hate—crime law than the one that
known offenders.
is already on the books; it needs to be enforced, and, when it
According to the report, during 2000, law enforcement re—
isn‘t enforced, the police chiefs and officers and law enforce—
ported 8,063 bias—motivated criminal incidents to the FBI‘s Uni—
leaders, including the state attorney general, need to be
ment
form Crime Reporting (UCR) Program. As viewed by the na—
"
held
accountable.
tional program, a hate crime may have multiple offenses, vic—
friend who was murdered simply because
close
very
a
lost
"T
tims and offenders within one incident. Thus, the 8,063 inci—
said, explaining why he feels so
Renaldo
gay,"
the man (was)
dents involved a total of 9,430 offenses, 9,924 victims and 7,530
the hate—crimes issue. "Do not tell me we
about
vehemently
f
known (distinguishable) offenders.
don‘t have hate—crime problems in Mississippi and do not tell
Out of 78 Mississippi law enforcement agencies participat—
me hate—crime legislation is not needed."
ing in reporting to the FBI UCR, only one in Mississippi reported
In the January 2001, legislative session, Mississippi State
hate crimes incidents. The University of Mississippi (Ole Miss)
ve Erik Flemming (D—Hinds) introduced legislation
Representati
Police Department, located in Oxford, Miss., reported two hate
present hate crime law. If passed, the |
Mississippi‘s
toughen
to
y
crime incidents that were racially motivated.
protection for victims of biased—
added
have
would
legislation
Equality Mississippi, the statewide gay and lesbian civil
because of their sexual orienta—
victims
based crimes who were
rights organization, views the latest statistics as "disgusting."
in committee and the issue
died
bill
the
However,
age.
or
tion
"Seventy—cight participating law enforcement agencies in
because of their age was introduced in
targeted
being
people
of
Mississippi and only one of those reported hate crime incidents,"
a separate bill. It passed.
exclaimed Mississippi Equality Executive Director Jody Renaldo.
"That just goes to show you how much our legislators value
lead—
their
and
"That is disgusting and ridiculous. Police officers
their
gay and lesbian constituency in Mississippi," Renaldo main—
ers need to be educated about what constitutes a hate crime, (how
tained. "We vote, pay taxes, live, work and play in Mississippi
to) recognize a hate crime, and why it needs to be reported and
but we aren‘t worthy of protection. It‘s sad. Those legislators that
then they need to spend a lot more energy on reporting the crimes
were on that committee should be ashamed of themselves."
of
incidents
specifically as a hate crime. We know of numerous
For more information on the FBI‘s Hate Crimes Statistics for
intimidation, beatings, slurs and one of murder that have been
2000,
go online to www.fbi.gov/uer/ucr.htm. _
directed at individuals specifically because they are gay or les—
For more information on Equality Mississippi, go online to
bian. And since gays and lesbians aren‘t the only residents in
www.equalityms.org; write to Equality Mississippi, P.O. Box
Mississippi, I find it hard to believe that other classes of people
6021, Jackson, MS 39288—6021, or call (888) 843—5432.
in Mississippi haven‘t been the victims of a hate crime.
"One thing we see often is the additional harassment from law
enforcement when someone says he or she is gay and was attacked
Got Mississippi news?
because of it," Renaldo continued. "That is unacceptable, as well."
A hate crime is a crime committed against someone because
call FAMILY & friends
of a specific characteristic, such as race, sexual orientation, age,
at (901) 682—2669 or email FamilyMag
disabilityor religion. Such crimes are in the form of intimida—
tion,slurs, harassment, physical violence and/or murder.
f
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convicted

in

Biloxi

murder

case

Victim was killed after being
kidnapped from a gay bar
On Friday, Dec. 14, Brett David Kabat,
21, of Clayton, N.C., was convicted by a
jury in Mobile County, Ala., of capital
murder in the death of Jamie Ray Tolbert,
24, of Laural, Miss. The trial began on Dec.
10, after almost two years of pre—trial psy—
chological examinations and other delays.
On Dec. 31, 1999, Tolbert was abducted

from Joey‘s on the Beach, a gay nightclub
located in Biloxi, Miss. Kabat was alleg—
edly joined by Jeremy Shawn Bentley in
kidnapping Tolbert from the bar‘s park—
ing lot. Tolbert was strangled with
rollerblade laces and a belt and his body
was later found in Grand Bay, Ala., near
the Mississippi border.
_

Kabat and Bentley were arrested in Yreka,
Calif., by the California Highway Patrol on
Jan. 14, 2000. They were driving Tolbert‘s
new 2000 Nissan Xterra. Records indicate
that the two allegedly used Tolbert‘s credit
card after the abduction took place.
The jury has recommended life with—
out parole for Kabat.
The case has been a focal point for the
‘Mississippi GLBT community as a hate
crime. However both Mobile County Pros—
A IDS commission gets
grant |
ecutor John Furman and Dennis Knizley,
In December, 2001, the Southern AIDS Commission, located in Greenvill
e,
Kabat‘s defense attorney, do not agree.
Miss., was awardeda $100,000 grant from the Department of Health
and Hu—
They both indicate that robbery was the
man Services Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administr
ation.
motive in the case and not a hate crime.
The grant is designated for programs that focus on HIV prevention
and sub—
"Jamie‘s stepfather denies that Jamie
stance abuse prevention in the African—American population in the area.
was gay, telling jurors during the trial that
Also, the Southern AIDS Commission, having met with other local agencies,
will
Jamie definitely was ‘straight, but those
gather information and produce a directory of health care providers for persons
in—
of us who were close to him know bet—
fected with HIV/AIDS, tuberculosis and other sexually—transmitted diseases.
ter," said Jody Renaldo, executive direc
Last year, the Southern AIDS Commission received $3,600 from the Federal .
tor of Equality Mississippi, an organiza—
_ Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) through the United Way
of the Capi— _
tion that has monitored this case closely
tol Area (Jackson) for its food pantry, which provides food for 500 to 600
per—
since its inception.
sonseach month. Half of those individuals are persons living with AIDS.
"Regardless of what the prosecutor or
defense attorney thinks," Renaldo contin—
ued, "this was without a doubt a hate
crime. There is no other explanation for
ACLU of Mississippi offers
free
Jamie‘s two killers to be at the only gay
dance club on the Gulf Coast on the New
legal aid to GLBT state resi
Year‘s
Eve that rang in the new millen—
dents
nium. They could have been at any one
Are you a resident of Mississippi; gay,
assisting individual clients and in impact
of hundreds of bars on the Gulf Coast, if
lesbian, bisexual or transgender, and need
legislation — that is, finding cases that will
they wanted to just steal a vehicle."
free legal assistance?
affect large numbers of people by defin—
Bentley has pleaded insanity in the
The American Civil Liberties Union
case and is set to go to trial on Jan. 10. He,
ing or expanding upon existing legal
(ACLU) of Mississippi is offering free le—
too, has undergone psychological exami—
rights or protections."
gal advice to gay, lesbian, bisexual or
nations during the two—year wait time.
Farrell will be able to provide assis—
transgender residents of the state.
tance in the area of child custody and
Attorney Sandi Farrell will provide
visitation; estate planning, including
legal services at the ACLU of Mississippi
wills and financial and healthcare pow—
for the next two years as part of a post—
ers of attorney; birth certificate or name
graduate legal fellowship program. As
changes (due to sex—conversion sur—
part of that program, Farrell will not only gery); domestic violence issues, and
be on staff at the ACLU, but is conduct
property co—ownership issues and co—
¢
ing a specific project.
habitation agreements.
"The specific, stated focus of my
All legal services provided through
project is family law," Farrell said, "but ‘this project are free of charge.
because of Mississippi‘s small size and the
Farrell can be contacted by telephone
Gay? Lesbian? Bisexual?
nature of my host organization, I‘m avail— .at (601) 355—6464, by fax at (601) 355—6465
IN MISSISSIPPT?
able to help, either directly or through
and by email at SandiFarrell@aol.com or
We‘re here too!
referrals to other attorneys or organiza—
tions, with many legal issues affecting the
For more information, visit the ACLU of
w EqualityMs org
GLBT community. I am interestedboth in Mississippi‘s website at www.MSAC
LU.org.
Z
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fese Mlssissippi womyn have what it takes
foodboxes
throughthe (Jackson,Miss.—based)MississippiGay
RY ANITA MYT
andLesbianAllianceforpeoplelivingwithAIDSontheCoast.
MANAEGINE EDiTOR.
Wefoundaneed
(forfood)throughoneofourcustomersinthe
‘senior
citizen‘
apartmentcomplexnear
us. So,Wandawentto
When
two
womenmetin
Biloxi,
Miss.,
in
1984,
little
did
they
workandputtogetherournon—profitcharter,etc.,aswehadto
knowthepathlaidbeforethem.Apaththathasbeenbothdanger—
bewhilestillrunningthebookstore,SisterSpiritIncorporatedwas
a non—profit to get food from our local food bank. In 1989,
ousandrewarding,fearfulandenduring,costlyandgiving.Many
peoplehavecrossed
paths with thesewomen only to go on their formed and,withthehelpofvolunteers,
waysalittlebetterfortheexperience.Andthesewomen,too,have
enrichedtheirlivesfromtheencounter,
goodorbad,aswell.
Brenda
Henson,
56,
born
and
raised
in Ohio,inmoved
to Tal—
lahassee,
Fla.,
in
1975,
and
then
to
Mississippi
1981.
Wanda
Henson,lived
47, wasnearborn
andlife.raised in Pascagoula, Miss., a town
shehas
all
her
(Bytheway, "Henson" is Brenda‘s mother‘smaidenname. In
1985,whenBrendawasgraduatedwithherassociatesdegree,she
didnotwantherex—husbandorherabusivefather‘snameonher
— diploma.
So,shechangedhernamelegallytoHensoninorderto
honor
hermother.
Six months later,her partner Wanda decided
shewouldchangehernameaswell,inhonorofBrenda‘smom.)
In 1984,Brendavolunteeredhertimetoactasanescortatan
abortionclinicinPascagoula,
M) iss.There,shemetWanda.They
soon
realized
they
not
only
were
bothwomen‘s
escorts atshelter.
the clinic, but
werevolunteers
at
the
Biloxi
battered
ThetwoopenedabookstoreinGulfport,Miss.,calledSouth—
ernWildSistersUnlimited,inNovember1987.Thestorestayed
open"Thebookstorewasmore
until 1991.
&
ofaresourcecenter,"Brendasaid
inaninterviewwithFamily &Friends, "and wemade available |

began delivering food
(boxes) to (those) two apartment complexes."
Thus was the beginning of Sister Spirit Incorporated. Then
came a need for a permanent facility.
"(In 1990,) at the second Gulf Coast Womyn‘s Festival, at the
urging of Alex Dobkin, Ruth Simkin and others, we began to
raise funds for the purchase of land as a permanent home for the ,
festival," Brenda said, explaining why the two began looking for
land in Mississippi. "The site would be available for other events
and for rent to like—minded organizations fighting oppression
and it would be a ‘women‘s land‘ where sisters would live and
work together and learn non—oppressive life—ways."
The Hensons soon found a pig farm situated on 120 acres of
land in Ovett, Miss., for $60,000. Ovett, east of Hattiesburg, is a
little more than an hour‘s drive from the Mississippi Gulf Coast.
"Sister Spirit received a grant for $14,000 from the Lesbian
Natural Resources as a down payment," Brenda said. "Later,
some sisters loaned us the money to pay it off at closing: We
paid the women back most of the money, then a couple of years
ago they ‘forgave‘ the last $27,000 we owed them!"
In July 1993, with good intentions and desires for the land, the
Hensons moved to their new Camp Sister Spirit. How—
ever, things were not well. The people in the town of Ovett,
and nearby towns, soon made their feelings known: they
didn‘t want the Hensons or their "type" around.
"We had been here from July until November
(1993)," Brenda explained. "(Then) the violence against
us began and they tried to run us out. Local women
were glad we were here (until) they (realized) we were
lesbians and ‘of the devil, as they put it: Everyone
was a bit wary because we talked about being femi—
nist and that it would be an education center."
The townsfolk held meetings to decide what to do.
"When the town meetings were held, there were
18 Southern Baptist ministers who showed up — mostly
from other towns," Brenda said. Additionally, a couple
of political office holders showed up, as well as the
men and women of the town and surrounding area.
Unfortunately, a lot of ignorance plagued the towns—
people and those that led them
So, some of the townspeople handled things the not—
so—legal way. The Hensons‘ dog was killed and nailed
to their front gate. Wanda‘s vehicle was forced off the
See The Hensons, page 29
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The Hensons
from page 28

Page 29

following: homophobia, racism, hunger, substance abuse, family
violence, anti—Semitism, child abuse, fat oppression, ageism,
looksism,regionalism,incest,housingandmanymoreoppressions.
"We have done joint projects, either by sharing resources,
volunteers or goods, with the Good Samaritan Center, Red
Cross, battered women‘s shelter and the local rape crisis cen—
ter," Brenda said, explaining how CampSister Spirit has ad—
dressed social issues in the local community. "We also work
with the Women‘s Studies Program on the campus ofThe Uni—
versity of Southern Mississippi. We have Project Book Share
there, a way to make books available to students that cannot
afford them. We are also involved with ourHattiesburg Unitar—
ian Universalist Fellowship."
Ironically, Camp Sister Spirit held a fundraiser for a neigh—
borwith cancerin the same communitycenterwherethepeople
against them met.
Thewomenareinvolvedwithanannual trip toIslaMujeres (Is—
landofWomen),Mexico,locatedninemilesoffthecoastofCancun.
"We take supplies to a Red Cross Outpost there and havefor
13 years," Brenda said. "We helped form a ‘women‘s collective‘
which is 23 women strong now, making crafts and money for
their pockets. We raised money to put a two—story workshop
on the Red Cross property for the women. "
Camp Sister still hoststhe GulfCoast Womyn‘s Festival; the
14th annual festival is coming up March 29 to 31. Another an—
nual everithosted at Camp Sister Spirit is the "GLBT andAllies
Sober Spring Break" for college students.
And, of course, there are the groups,couples and individu—
als, both women and men, who come to the land as a retreat
See The Hensons, page 30

narrow, two—lane road in front of the property. Gunshots were
not uncommon. And the list goes on.
And some of the townspeople decided to file a lawsuit. The
suit alleged Camp Sister Spirit was a nuisance, causing traffic,
noise, anxiety and the threat that the Hensons‘ presence would
"lower their resistance."
"Turned out the traffic was being caused by them running up
and down our roadtrying to catch a glimpse of one of ‘them
lesbuns,"" Brenda said, explaining the court proceedings. "The
noise was said to be sounds of saws and hammers — certainly noth—
ing illegal. The anxiety was because one of our neighbors had short
hair and liked to jog and ride a bike near our land and feared she
would be mistaken for one of us and killed. Legal scholars finally
— decided that ‘lower their resistance‘ meant ‘if they allowed us to
remain in Ovett, the community might get used to us.‘
"The judge (finally) ruled that no one had the right to dictate
what others did on their land, whether it was a church revival,
political rally, a womyn‘s festival (and he spelled it with a "y")
(or) a deer hunt camp. So, we won (the lawsuit)," Brenda said.
During the next several years the Henson‘s plight was soon
heard around the world, literally. They appeared on such TV
talk shows as "Jerry Springer" and "The Oprah Winfrey Show"
_and were subjects of numerous newspaper articles around the
nation. As a result, money and letters of support started com—
ing in from across the U.S. and across the oceans, as well.
"Our big lavender (remote—controlled) security gate was a gift _
from Robin Tyler‘s West Coast Womyn‘s Festival," Brenda said.
"She raised $10,000 to buy the gate after Wanda was nearly run off
the road and couldn‘t get through our combination locked gate."
So, Brenda took a different approach to them and tried to | Camp Sister Spirit
"kill them with kindness," something she practices to this day.
"Those around us must see us as neighbors and people,"
by 1nd1v1duals,'
Brenda explained. "So, I wave at everyone, speak to everyone,
_ couples, small groups and large groups. Men are muted"
smile at them all, share space when I can, buy from them, intro—
unless a women—only event is using thefacility.
.
duce them to my family, hire them for jobs on the land, etc. We
__ The facilities at Camp Sister Spirit include a meeting
have made many friends because ‘they got used to us.‘
_ space (for approximately 50to 75 people), a kitchen, a
"Many of our neighbors have benefitted by us being here/j
dining hall, alibrary, a fully—equipped shower house, a

available?”
Camp Sister Spirit is availableforuse

Brenda continued, "and many have learned we are alright folks
who do not bother anyone and do not recruit! We did have a food
bank here at the camp, but now we only have ‘emergency‘ boxes.
We now have a lot of friends in Ovett. Our two nearest neighbors
watch out for us and call if there is anyone near our gate that is not
supposed to be. They are both very well armed and I would not
hesitate to call if we ever had anymoretrouble here!
"Our new sheriff is a good man," Brenda said, explaining
— the improved relations with the local sheriff. "He is our friend
and asked for our support in his election. He was a deputy when
we were under attack and he was the only one who treated us
with respect and in a professional manner. His name, ironically,
is Larry Dykes."
So, Camp Sister Spirit continues to grow in an effort to fulfill its mission.
"Our mission remains the same," Brenda said. "(It is) to make
available information, resources, education, advocacy and meet
ing space to address socialissues including, but not limited to, the

_
. bunk house and sleeping cabins. There also isa large
_ "barn" for dances and larger meetings. Camp Sister Spirit W

| is handicapped accessible.

a

Camp Sister Spirit asks fora sliding scale donatlon of
| $10 to $20 per night, perpersonfor use of the facility. This:
fee is adjusted for those stayinga week or more. The do“nation covers food and lodging. .
.
__ The bunk house has heat anda huge fan. The sleeping |
_ cabins have heat and air condluomng Linens for the beds _
are provided; however, guests need to bring their own.
towels and toiletries.
Sorry, no pets, alcohol, drugs or bad attitudes are per-f .

— mittedat Camp Sister Spirit.
.
For more information, contact Camp Sister: Splinton
the web at www.rainbowpridery.net/css, send email to
SisterSpir@aol.com, call (601) 344—1411 or. write Camp Sis—
ter Spirit at PO Box 12, Ovett, MS 39464
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LGBT

Mississippi

Network

is

online

The LGBT Mississippi Network
(www.LGBTMs.net)
went online in December, 2001. This
is one of the products
of the Mississippi LGBT Summit
held in Ovett, Miss., this
past November.
The LGBT Mississippi Network,
provided as a service to
the Mississippi LGBT community
by Equality Mississippi,
is an information hub for the Missi
ssippi lesbian, gay, bi—
sexual and transgender communit
y. While Equality Missis—
sippi is responsible for maintaining
the website, it is a "con—
tent by user" website where its users
submit information to
be presented on it.
The site offers the following features:
* Mississippi LGBT Hate Crimes Cente
r — explains what a
"hate crime" is and allows individual
s to report any such crimes.
* LGBTMs.net Interactive Center
— Several email lists are
offered as well as a chatroom and a
message board.
*e Mississippi LGBT College Connecti
on — a list of campus
organizations for Mississippi LGBT
students.
* Mississippi LGBT Business Direc
tory — a list of LGBT—
owned or LGBT—friendly businesses
.
* Mississippi LGBT Spiritual Center
—a list of LGBT or LGBT—
friendly clergy, churches, religious
or spiritual organizations.
* Mississippi LGBT Links — provi
des links to other Missis—
sippi LGBT related websites.
(
* National LGBT Links — provides
links to national LGBT
websites.
* Features —promptly displayed on
the opening page of The
LGBT Mississippi Network, this is
where you can find out about
some of the things going on or will
be going on in the Missis—
sippi LGBT community.
i

Organizations and individuals are enco
uraged to submit
news or events relevant to the Mississipp
i LGBT community to
the site. A link is provided at the website
for such information.
Businesses and organizations also are enco
uraged to submit
their directory information, be it for colle
ge organizations, busi—
nesses or spiritual or religious categories
, at the respective link.

(©

Camp Sister Spir
it
Feminist Education/Cultural Retr
eat
Groups/individuals welcome.
Clean/sober, no violence in word
or deed

.

Bunk house, sleep cabins, 120
acres,
library, walking trails, RV hook
ups.
CSS, Box 12, Ovett, MS 394
64
www.
sisterspir@aol.com

J

Fundraiser nets $1,250
for The Grace House
On Dec. 1, 2001, in Jack— charge was dedi
cated to.
son, Miss., Jack‘s Con— The
Crace House, a home
struction Site, 425 North for men
and women living
_
Mart Plaza, and Jack and with
AIDS.
.
L
3911 Northview
Additionally, the two.
Drive, jointly hosted a clubs
willbe collecting food
| show atthe Jack and Jill‘s for
the Southern AIDS
location and raised $1,250 Commissi
on‘s food pantry.
_ for The Grace House. The Collection
boxes are located _

showgirls donated all
their tips and the cover

at both locations for your
generous donations.

The Hensons

from page 29
center, a safe haven for some.
"Our definition of feminism is equa
l rights and responsibil—
ity for ALL," Brenda said, addressi
ng the organization‘s desire
not to give the impression that they
hate men. "Some people
think if you identify as a feminist you
don‘t want men in your
life. Well, that is not true for us ... we
would not be here today if
it were not for gay/ straight brothers
who have helped us!
"We have had several male or mixe
d groups on the land,"
Brenda continued. "(There have been
) a couple of church groups,
several men camping out, hundreds
of male volunteers over the
years .. many we still hear from a lot.
I have offered several times
to produce a Men‘s Festival here if
I can find guys willing to do
it. So far, only a couple have been inter
ested. You cannot produce
a festival without a bunch of willing
workers to make it happen.
As I said, feminism to us is equality
for ALL. We welcome men,
contrary to what many in the press
have reported. We need vol—
unteers at different times througho
ut the year and welcome both
men and women, GLBT and straight."
Brenda has a bachelor‘s degree
in Criminal Justice; a mas—
ters in education, with an emphasis
on adult education, and is
working on a Ph.D. in education,
with an emphasis on adult
education. Wanda, who is employed
at a clinic near Natchez,
Miss., as a family nurse practition
er, holds a masters in educa—
tion and nursing and also is work
ing on a Ph.D. in education.
So, how have the years at Camp Siste
r Spirit affected the women?
"(I am) more determined," Bren
da said. "(I am) still bitter
aboutfriends who abandoned us for
fear of being outed and those
who came with a hidden agenda.
(I have) a wider view of the
world because of the international
support we‘ve received. (Iam)
certainly more press saavy (and)
able to speak to large groups
with confidence. (I have) pride in
knowing we did the right thing
for us and the GLBT community,
(and know with) certainty that
establishing Camp Sister Spirit mad
e a.difference. And I am glad
for the allies we have found, both
GLBT and straight."
For more on Camp Sister Spiri
t, visit its website at
www.rainbowpriderv.net/css.
You also can send email to
SisterSpir@aol.com, call (601)
344—1411 or write Camp Sister
Spirit at P.

O. Box 12, Ovett, MS 39464.
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REFLECTION

By Joov Renaudo, executive pirEcton, EQUALITY MISSISSIPPI

As I sit here writing this three months from Equality
Mississippi‘s two—year anniversary, I find myself reflecting back
|
on this organization‘s life.
I am so proud of this organization, including its staff and its
members. This organization has brought homosexuality out of
the closet in Mississippi and put it on the national table next to
the other states for inspection. There have been times we have
gotten negative criticism, just like other state GLBT civil rights
organizations around the nation, and there have been times we
have gotten great responses, just like other organizations.
Oddly enough, I value the negative criticism we have got—
ten. Some of it has come from within our own community, and
I value that even more. It lets me know that at least members of
our own community are thinking about our issues. Many of
our own community members said this organization wouldn‘t
make it a year, while those outside of our community wouldn‘t
make such a statement but instead beamed a worried expres—
sion on their faces. Was it possible that the fags were going to
finally fight back? You are damn right it was possible, and it

happened, and continues to happen.
Ten months after our formation, we were in the news
‘around the world as we brought our fight for equality in our
home state to the television airwaves. A lot of those in our
own community who said we wouldn‘t last a year, I am proud
to say, have now become members of this very organization.
There is a point to that. Simply, actions speak louder than
words. This organization has fought from sun up to sun up at
times, on varied issues. The coming months are going to see
our community, and this organization specifically, emerge fur—
ther in all kinds of ways.
In light of the recent eventsthat have rocked our nation, our
nation cried and felt a great sense of sadness. Our nation sat
back in horror and fear. Then something happened. Our nation
got pissed off and demanded action.
We in the Mississippi GLBT community have—sat back and
cried and felt a great sense of sadness, as we havewatched our
brothers and sisters murdered, beaten, cursed at and spit on,
discriminated against and treated like dogs. WE sat back in
horror and fear. Then something happened, FINALLY. We got
pissed off and demanded action, and continue to do so.
There have been those in our very own community who have
stated, "Why bring attention to us, let‘s just be quiet." To those
people, I say, shut the hell up then and get out of the way and
let those of us that choose to be equal among everyone else in
this state do our job to see that it happens. But you see, while
you are being quiet and hiding and we are out here fighting for
equality, I can almost assure everyone that you won‘t stay quiet
and hide when equality finally does grip Mississippi. Oh no,
you will most assuredly want to revel in the fruit of another‘s
labor. That is unacceptable, point blank.
And while I am on this subject, let me speak about the business

world, especially businesses within our own GLBT community.
Now, some of those businesses give back to the very com—
munity that is responsible for their existence. But some do not.
To you gay—owned businesses that fleece your gay brothers and
sisters for their money, but don‘t give one dime back to the com—
munity, I say to you simply, that is intolerable and unacceptable.
You gay—owned businesses that do not get involved in pub—
lic charity and civil rights organizations, such as ours, I say to
you simply, that is intolerable and unacceptable.
If it weren‘t for the position I hold in this organization, I
would call your business by name, the good ones and the bad
ones. But I will be fair and not do such. You know who you are
and if you‘re one of the good gay—owned businesses that gives
back to the gay community, I myself humbly thank you with all
that I am. If you‘re one of the bad gay—owned businesses that
doesn‘t give back to the gay community, I say shame on you
and although I can‘t name you in this forum, I know who you
are and won‘t spend another dime at your place of business. I
will also encourage our community members to do the same.
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By Auson

So, what‘s up ya‘ll? It seemed like the year 2000, would never
arrive, and yet here we are in 2002! When I think about the new
year, I think I‘m thinking about what all of you are thinking
—
resolutions. Making them, and sadly, breaking them.
Last year, I resolved the following: to quit smoking, get my
drinking in check and lose some weight. As it stands right
now,
I‘ve not quit smoking, but I have cut back substantially.
And
while my drinking may not be absolutely in check, I
have
switched to lite beer, which, when you drink like I do, has
led
to a dramatic caloric decrease, thus helping in the weight
loss
department. So, while my resolutions may not have been
met
with the greatest of success, at least the things I‘d hoped
for
have been partially met with success..
So what, I‘ve wondered, should I resolve this year? I‘ve been
polling friends and strangers alike, wondering what other people
are resolving, and I‘ve been hearing a lot of the same things
—lose
weight, quit smoking, stop partying so much. All of these
things
are good, but with the events plaguing all of our hearts and
heads
so much lately, I‘ve decided to change my approach. That
being
said, I, Alison Tate, make the following New Year‘s Resoluti
ons:
1. Accept what can‘t be changed, because good breeds good,
and acceptance breeds acceptance. There is an old saying that
goes,
Never try to teach a pig to sing; you‘ll just waste your time
and —

Join us for cocktails

(Cytapas

Tapas until 1:00 am
MfBar open 5pm ~V§Vam
Serving dinner nightlg 5:50pm ~ lOﬁOPm;

reservations are recommended
948 S.

ColerR e MEMPHIS, TN. 38104
901.276.0002

W‘NW,ME’Z‘VLANGEMEMPHIS.COM
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piss off the pig." I think we‘d all like to change the unfairness we
see in theworld and the people who bring it, but most of those
people and situations are just unchangeable,
tone—deafpigs.
2. Be more tolerant of stupid, hateful people,
they
usually can‘t help it. They‘re just going with whatbecause
they
know,
but I knowbetter, and I can help it ... right? This, for me anyway,
could prove to be the most problematic resoluti
to keep. I am
amazed everyday, constantlyeven, at the treatmeonntthatno
I receive, but that those around me receive. Whether it‘s intonly
taurant, a grocery store,the bank or the bar, I am amazed ata res—
the
display ofloathsomehuman characteristics all around me. Ikeep
thinking, "God, grant me patience—NOW!" Which leads me to:
3. Find and develop a spiritual core. I was raised in a fairly
religioushome. Iwasin churcheverySunday,
cticeevery
Wednesdayand praying beforemealseveryday.choirpra
Butwhe
d
16, I was given a car and a choice — church was now mynIturne
option;
was old enough to drive and old enough to decide. At first, I wasI
quite diligent in my attendance, but that waned pretty quickly. It
seemed I could always find something disenchanting
what
I‘d been taughtallthose years. Now, all these years later,about
I
find
it‘s
important to find something to believe in. So, whether it‘s God,"
Buddha, Allah orjust abeliefin a force thatkeeps us allfrom float—
ing off the ground, this spiritual core must
found.
t
4. Bite my tongue. I‘m the baby of my befamily
and
have
sev—
eral older cousins. I guess I‘ve always a big mouth, and
because of that, my brother and cousinshad
took great delight in
getting mein trouble bytellingme things thatmay
I shouldn‘t
know. When I was in kindergarten, one of my be
older
explained, in terms I could understand, how babies arecousins
Oh my God! This was just too good not to share with mymade.
at school, which Idid first thing the next morning on the peers
play—
ground. Later that afternoon, after my mom had received some
25 phone calls from the "concerned"
of my friends at
school, she sat me down and told meparents
that
while
the informa—
tion I had shared was correct, and it was okay (althou
gh early)
to know what I knew, that perhaps I didn‘t need to share
thought that crossed my mind. I still have so much troubleevery
with
this one, and resolve, at least, to keep this lesson my mom tried
to teach me in mind. And finally:
5. Open.myselfto love. I‘vebeen singlenowfor fiveyears. My
lastseveralrelationshipshave beenun
successf otdisastrous,
and because ofthis Ipresumed thatasignificanul,ifn
tother wasjust not:
in the cards for me; that maybe there‘s not someon
.
Having lived alone for so long now, I haven‘t reallye forhadeveryone
to
com—
promise or share. Well, I think I might be ready to try now.
So, there are my resolutions. I
all of you make resolu—
tions, because, after all, resolutionshope
equal
Whether you
hope to be more patient and spiritual, or hope.
to
be
skinnier and
smoke—free, it‘s all about hope, and I think we could
use
some right now. I hope all of you have a very Happy NewallYear,
and thanks for reading So What!
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Gay—owned company

gets license in Tennessee
On Oct. 29, gay—owned Benefits America NA Inc., based in
Atlanta, was granted a viatical and life settlement license by
the Tennessee Department of Insurance.
"We have done business in Tennessee for years, but then had
to pause for a time after the state adopted new licensing laws,"
said Bryan Freeman, Benefits America founder, "so we‘re glad
to get back to ‘business as usual‘ in a neighboring state."
Freeman has been a licensed insurance agent for more than
20 years and has helped people sell their life insurance for cash
settlements for more than 12 years. Freeman also holds a Series
7 securities license. He said that Benefits America is the oldest
and largest gay—owned viatical and life settlement firm.
"We were around when this industry was brand new, so
we‘ve lived through the growing pains of new legislation and
licensing," Freeman said. "It‘s sometimes a trying process, but
the hope is that it ultimately benefits the consumer."
Benefits America is licensed or is pursuing licensing in all states
that require such. Freeman and his employees have been active in
efforts to pursue responsible legislation for the viatical and life
settlement inclustry. Most of these efforts are coordinated through
the Viatical & Life Settlement Association of America, for which
Freeman sits on the board, presently serving as treasurer.
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should I do? Try and find something else
with a higher price tag to give them for
Christmas in addition to this heartfelt gift
or just let ungrateful dogs lie?
Not Keeping Up With the Joneses
Dear Joans,

~ y Lam Medallion
Dear Lam,
I ‘m the younger of two children and
while I‘m doing quite well financially,
I can‘t hold a candle to my brother‘s fi—
nancial success. Recently, he and his wife
were in town visiting our mother. Being
close to the holidays, my partner and I
decided to give my brother and his wife
their Christmas gift early for two reasons:
one, because I wouldn‘t have to risk it
being damaged during shipping and two,
because it was a unique handmade, glass—
etched Christmas angel I thought they
might like to use while decorating their
home for the holidays. When they opened
the gift, they didn‘t say much and set it
aside as though we had not given them
anything worth even discussing. What

3

reve

W ell, my love, you have found
the real meaning of Christmas,
haven‘t you? That is if you believe in
Hallmark, Wal—Mark, K—Mart, 1—800—
flowers.com, Asti—Spumante, Macy‘s,
JCPenneys, Gueci, Coach and Ralph
Lauren. What has happened to sincerity?
Where has graciousness gone? It seems
that your brother and his bride may have
accidentally thrown theirs out while they
were discarding the elaborate wrapping
from their All—Clad cookware (that his
wife will never use as she can hardly thaw
a square of chopped spinach. She also
thinks the newest, put—the—uncooked—
macaroni—in—the—microwave—with—a—foil—
pack—of—sauce—and—cup—of—water—and—in—
just—90—seconds—you—have—a—home—
cooked—meal—with—real—Italian—style—fla—
vor is a brilliant idea and it tastes great,
too!) You see, this was a thoughtless gift
for a woman like her. What would she do
with All—Clad pots and pans except show
them off hanging from her Williams—
Sonoma pot rack to any neighbor that
_ might enter her museum of a kitchen?
Whatever happened to, "It‘s the thought
that counts?" What was the thought pro—
cess here? She can‘t seem to find the right
setting for English muffins on her very
complicated, digital toaster. Why did she
get the All—Clad? Do you hear what I‘m
telling you, darling?
So, take the snub with a grain of salt.
You can find five or six different types of
salt in your sister—in—law‘s pantry. I‘m sure
there is iodized
salt, kosher salt, sea
salt, gray salt,
course grain salt,
seasoning salt and
blah blah blah.
Ease your minds
and hearts with the
knowledge that
you gave a. won—
derful
gift,
wrapped with love
and the true mean—
ing of Christmas,
and your brother

and his betrothed are ungrateful and ill—
mannered pigs. See the following ques—
tion in a related story.
Love, Lam
Dear Lam,

M y sister and her partner gave me
and my wife an early Christmas
gift. When we took the funny papers off
of the package and opened the box, we
found the most hideous etched glass an—
gel. I wasso stunned at its repulsiveness
that my mouth dropped open, and it was
all I could do to get it back in the box,
shut thelid and mumble my thanks. I
know I behaved badly. What should I do?
I‘m Scared of It
A
Dear Scare D. Cat,
W hat can I say? We have all been
R
in that position at one point or
another in life. We are given a diseased—
looking excuse for a gift, and when the
wrapping is off, we find an equally dis—
graceful gift inside. We manage the best
that we can in such an upsetting situa—
tion. But, you should make up for it, and
in a big way. Perhaps sending your sister
and her partner an extravagantly—priced
set of cookware, fantastically wrapped
should do the trick. This will teach them
how to give a gift in the true spirit of
Christmas. I‘m sure it would more than
compensate for your bad, although totally
appropriate, behavior. Do you hear what
I‘m telling you, darling?
Love, Lam
PS. Joans, let me know when the All—
Clad arrives.
;

Got a question for Lam? Write to Lam
Medallion c/o Family & Friends, P.O.
Box 771948, Memphis, TN 38177—1948
or, if you wish, email your question to
FamilyMag@aol.com and use "Ask Lam" in
the subject line. Lam‘s column is meant for
entertainment purposes only.

Boyz

to

host

The American Boyz will host its sixth annual True Spirit
Conference at the Washington Plaza Hotel in Washington, D.C.,
Feb. 15 to 18. The True Spirit Conference will focus on the so—
cial, physical, emotional, spiritual and relational health of all
gender—variant people on the female—to—male (FTM) spectrum
and their significant others, friends, family and allies (SOFFAS).
Workshops and panel presentations during the conference
will address such topics as relationships, health and wellness,
legal issues, political and employment issues, spirituality and
the specific concerns of special—needs populations, including
youth, elders, people of color and individuals with physical
challenges. Town—hall meetings will provide large, highly—fo—
cused group interactions with a panel of highly—trained and
experienced facilitators, while two intensive institutes will pro—
vide participants with increased opportunity for in—depth dis—
cussion and examination of specific issues. Conference enter—
tainment will occur nightly, including a variety show and a
dance. This year‘s conference also will feature nightly keynote
speakers, access to medical screemngs a film festival, author
readings, a vendor hall and an art show.
"This year‘s conference truly offers something for everyone
on the FTM spectrum, as well as their SOFFAS," said Riis Challis,
True Spirit 2002 media coordinator. "The workshops will pro—
vide information that many attendees find difficult to obtain on
their own, particularly if there is not a large number of other
transgender individuals in their area or if they cannot access the
Internet. The diversity of the past attendees really shows the over—
whelming opportunity and benefits provided by True Spirit for
education and socialization. As the trans community has become
increasingly politically organized, the networking has also be—
come a primary benefit of attendance. And, as always, the de—
mand for medical screenings by trans—friendly professionals con—
tinues to show that access to sensitive and competent health care
is a primary issue ofconcern that the conference will address."
Conference fees range form $50 to $90. Those registering prior
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FTMconference

to Jan. 21 will receive a discounted rate of $70. Mail—in registra—
tion closes on this date, although on—site registration is available
at the conference. Children ages 14 and younger who are accom—
panied by an adult will be admitted for no charge, and on—site
daytime childcare is available. Limited work exchange and hous—
ing assistance also is available and will be provided on a first—
come, first—serve, mail—in registration basis. Registration forms
are available at www.true—spirit.org or by requesting a flyer from
True Spirit Conference, P.O. Box 1, Falls Church, VA 22040.
True Spirit provides an exceptional opportunity for
transgender people and their SOFFAS to gather for network
ing, education and support. While the conference focuses on
FTM issues, all peoplein the male—to—female transgender, les—
bian, gay, bisexual and heterosexual communities are welcome.
The American Boyz Inc. is a national organization for people
who were labeled female at birth but who feel it is not a com—
plete or accurate assessment of who they are. The organization
also includes those individual‘s significant others, friends, fam—_at
ily and allies.
For more information, call (703) 354—3185.

* TOTAL HAIR & NAIL CARE

American
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on

Demand.

Since 1972 Yuletide has succeeded in
mecting the demands of Memphis ares
businesses. 24—hour customer service. on—
line accounts. and fast "to your door‘
delivery are the demands we placed on
ourselves to help establish Yuletide as the
office supply leader in the Mid—South.
Contact us about your office needs {06m

JUNE 7, 8 & 9
For information, call
(901) 32—PRIDE

1245 Sycamore View, Memphis, TN 38134
901 —372—8588 — Fax 901—388—0785

Fk.
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Sundance

January 2002

Channel to present 2002 film awards

Cameron Mitchell‘s Hedwigand the Angry Inch and Kate Davis‘s
Southern Comfort.
The Sundance Channel will air several GLBT—themed mov—
ies during January, including The Adventures of Sebastian Cole,
Chuck & Buck, The Delta, Differentfor Girls, Edge ofSeventeen, Get
Real, Hide and Seek, Paul Monette: The Brink ofSummer‘s End and
Stonewall. Also, "Anatomy of a Scene" will look at Hedwig and
the Angry Inch and The Deep End. Check your listings for dates
and times. Many of the shows repeat during the month.
Democrats to form new chapter
A meeting to form a Tennessee chapter of the Stonewall
Democrats is scheduled for Saturday, Jan. 12, in Nashville.
While organizations suchas the Lesbian and Gay Coalition
for Justice and Equality Tennessee strive to be "non—partisan"
and do not endorse candidates for office, the Stonewall Demo—
crats willbe endorsing, campaigning and raisingmoneyfor pro—
GLBT candidates for local, state and national offices.
‘Anyoneinterested in attending this meeting orbeing involved
_ in the formation of a Tennessee chapter of the Stonewall Demo—
crats should call Jim Maynard at (901) 327—2677 oremail him at
jmaynard@midsouth.rr.com.
For more information on the Stonewall Democrats, visit its
website at www.stonewalldemocrats.org.

On Jan. 19, at 8:30 p.m., tune into the Sundance Channel for
the live broadcast of the 2002 Sundance Film Festival Awards.
Preceding the awards ceremony at 8 p.m. will be a half—hour
special, "Sundance Awards Preview," which looks at the film
and filmmakers in the 2002 dramatic and documentary compe—
titions, including the gay—themed films Daddy and Papa, The
Execution of Wanda Jean and Family Fundamentals.
Last year‘s Sundance Film Festival winners included John

Nature’Photography
Joseph Robert Pfeiffer
Cibachrome, Matted, Signed,
Limited Numbered Prints
For Brochure _
Telephone: 901—578—9107
. Website: www.LandPub.com

Distinctive

Mad Dog service Company
COMPLETE DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION
FOR THAT SPECIAL AREA IN YOUR YARD
CUSTOM DECKING

FENCING

CUSTOM CONSTRUCTION

Licensed & Insured
Tracy Clark
Owner
(901) 722—5845 Office (901) 49679551 Cell.
Now Accepting: enne
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QUOTE ... UNQUOTE
By Rex Woekner
"My experience as a young person was very different from
hers (girlfriend Tammy Lynn Michaels). In those 14 years,
America has become more tolerant about gays. In high school I
was isolated, but she was more open. Even though I‘m a high—
profile lesbian, I can‘t hold hands with her in public. She‘s teach—
ing me to practice what I preach. She rocks my world."
— Singer Melissa Etheridge to Britain‘s national lesbian
glossy, Diva,January issue.

LEFT: Tammy Lynn Michaels RIGHT: Former lover Julie
Cypher and Melissa Etheridge.
Photos by Rex Wockner
"When I first met Julie (Cypher), I assumed she was gay.
And when she said she was married, I went, ‘Huh? I didn‘t
‘switch her, I thought she was gay and didn‘t know it. But then
her bisexuality started coming in. She said, ‘I need something
else.‘ It didn‘t work on a lot of levels, not just sexually. We stayed
together a few more years than was comfortable because of the
children. Eventually we realized it would be better to have two
happy households than one miserable one." _
:
— Singer Melissa Etheridge to Britain‘s national lesbian
glossy, Diva, January issue.
"I am aware that part of my responsibility in this job is to be
a role model. It‘s important to me because when I was a young
reporter there were no role models. I didn‘t know that it would
._be possible for me to be openly gay and do what I‘m doing."
— Openly gay ABC—TV News correspondent Jeffrey
Kofman, to The Advocate, Dec. 4. Kofman has filed reports
from the USS Carl Vinson during the war in Afghanistan.
"You get back from trips exhausted, and then you read that
the office is not very visible. That really pisses me off. It would
be a lot easier to just sit in the office nine to five. There are no
‘restraints on me. No one has said, ‘You can‘t go here, you can‘t
do this or that or say something controversial.‘ The president
surrounds himself with people he trust/s, and — until you prove

otherwise — he lets you do your job." |
— Scott Evertz, openly gay director of the U.S. Office of
National AIDS Policy, to The Advocate, Dec. 4.
"I get to wear the most outrageous T—shirts that you‘ve ever
seen. One of the highlights of my day is coming on (the) set and

finding out what‘s the slogan of the day that I‘ll be wearing!"
— Actress Sharon Gless who plays PFLAG mom Debbie
Novotny on Showtime‘s "Queer As Folk," to London‘s Gay
Times, December issue.
"I have a great relationship with the gay audience,. because
I‘ve always made it clear that I don‘t judge anybody on the
grounds of their sexuality. People are people, right?You can
love a man or a woman, it makes no difference, because love
takes you to a special place. That‘s what I was raised to believe,
and I‘m raising my children in the same way. If I ever hear a
negative remark about someone gay, I‘ll pick them up on it."
— Diana Ross to London‘s Gay Times, December issue.
"When you come out, you change — utterly. You are for the
first time yourself. And what has an actor got to use on stage
but himself? That‘s all I‘ve got: my experience, my imagina—
tion, my body. In coming out, your sexuality is now freed — it‘s
not disguised. It doesn‘t surprise me that people tell—me that
I‘m an actor with more range than I had before."
— Actor Ian McKellen to advocate.com, Dec. 4.
"I‘m 100 percent gay and about 20 percent in gaysociety.
Sometimes I‘m more comfortable in punk rock clubs than gay
clubs. There are just as many rules I rebel from in the gay world
as the straight one. I‘m gaily incorrect, but I do vote gay."
— Filmmaker John Waters to Out magazine, December issue.
"I used to take hostages in my relationships and not let people
be independent. It always ended in disaster, because you take
away people‘s identity and they end up full of resentment —
and no Cartier watch or Versace outfit is going to make up for
that. It‘s essential for me to be with someone as creatively in—
spired as me, and David (Furnish) is. We have long conversa—
tions about movies, books, films, records, art, photography. We
have exactly the same interests ... apart from wakeboarding."
— Elton John to London‘s Sunday Times, Dec. 2.
"We always get a little kiss — it‘s cute. We make him laugh. If I tell
him to finish his juice or get home early tonight, he calls me ‘mother."
— Openly gay Howard Koeppel on his roommate, New York
City Mayor Rudy Giuliani, as reported by the New York Post, Nov.
25. Giuliani has been living with Koeppel and his lover since
breaking up with his wife and moving out of the mayoral man—
sion last year.
Quotes compiled by Rex Wockner, who has reported news for the
gay press since 1985. His work has appeared in more than 200 gay
publications. He has a B.A. in journalism from Drake University,
started his career as a radio reporter, and has written extensively for
the mainstream media as well.

|
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Jack

Wetherall

from page 14
of them, but, instead try to be true and responsible to the char—
acters we do have on the show."
If there is any doubt that Wetherall truly takes his role as
Uncle Vic, as he is affectionately referred to, to heart, check out
his thoughts as the horrendous events of Sept. 11 unfolded.
"I was in a taxi cab going to the Toronto airport to fly back to
New York (where he is a resident) and the radio was on when
that plane first went into the first tower," he said remembering,
as we all will, where we were when we heard the news.
"I couldn‘t get back to New York," he added. "They closed the
airport down. I couldn‘t get through to friends on the telephone.
But, a part of what I was thinking as I was sitting there in my
shock and horror, was how I have seen those towers fall before.
"I have seen the terror of AIDS. I have seen it decimate our
community and I‘ve often seen a large part of the world turn its
back on people who are suffering with AIDS. I think there‘s a
great deal of that continuing now. I think there are countries
being ravaged by the terrorism of AIDS and we are still not
dealing with it as we should.
"I always believe thattheater can change theworld.And, Ithink,
as an actor doing television, my higher notion as an actor hasn‘t
been altered. I think one of the battles I am fighting is against the
terrorism that continues against people living with HIV."

IDOLS OF

THE KING
JAN. 25 — MAR. 3
(901) 726—4656
SEASON MEDIA SPONSORS:
JABBERBLABBER
MAGAZINE
TIME WARNERWKNO—FM
COMMUNICATIONS
www.playhouseonthesquare.org

JJ memphis
at .
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10
MONDAY
POOL TOURNAMENT‘ 7
TUESDAY
KARAOKE
10
WEDNESDAY TOPS OFF
10
THURSDAY
DART TOURNAMENT 7
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P.M.
P.M.
P.M.
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COMING ON JANUARY 17,2002
THURSDAY « 11 PM. « QUEER AS FOLK
BEER SPECIALS AND FREE SNACKS
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TOwWn
When You‘re Looking For Some
thing To Do

Travel packages to be fea
tured

WKNO—TV Channel 10 will air its fifth annua
l Hilton /
WKNO Travel Auction on Sunday, Jan. 20, from
4 to 11 p.m.
The auction will offer more than 100 travel packag
es, includ—
ing "Awesome Adventures," "City Scapes,"
"Family Fun,"
"Regional Fare," "Nooks ‘N Crannies," "Islan
d Adventures"
and "Surf & Sand."
Little Theatre slates produc
tion

Betrayal, which deals with a lover‘s triangle and
its tangled
relationships, will be on stage at Theatre Memph
is‘s Little The—
atre, 630 Perkins Extended, Jan. 11 to 27 Direct
ed by Ted
Strickland, the cast features Tony Isbell, Mary Marga
ret Walker,
Barclay Roberts and Richard Horack. Showtimes
are 7:30 p.m.
on Thursdays; 8 p.m. on Fridays and Saturdays,
and 2 p.m. on
Sundays. Tickets are $11 for adults and $10 for
students with
valid college ID. Pay—What—You—Can Night
is set for Thursday,
Jan. 17 For tickets or more information, call
the box office at
(901) 682—8323.

HOT & SOUR SOUP — MISO SOUP — BIG SALADS — FRIED RICE « EGG ROLLS +

WONTON

B’OT STICKERS « WONTONS — SPRING ROLLS — HOT &
SOUR sour —
903 South Cooper
Memphis, TN

”S
21b—4200
dimfum

thenfjome.

s
;

"BEST NEW RESTAURANT, BEST
DESSERT, BEST BUSINESS LUNCH"
—TOP 3 MEMPHIS FLYER BEST oF MEMPHIS
Book a Wine & Food Dinner, Dinner with the
Chef or Private Cooking Class for your office,| Z
book club, dinner group or friends & family. | z
C
Dine in, Delivery, Carryout
t
@
DAILY LUNCH sPEcIALs » Monipay — FRipay
&
|
11:30 AM — 2 PM
3
\_ SUNDAYS » ALL you can Eat Dim sum
&
NOON — s PM
o
MONDAYS « ALL ASIAN BEERS » $2.25
5
OPEN MON — THURS 11:30 AM — 10 PM — FRI & SAT
g
11:30 AM
—11 PM « SUNDAYS — NOON — 8 PM

a
+ SOX INIMdS + SoissYT19 NvISY — saviys 91g — dNnos:
OSI

Screenwriters group to mee
t
The Reel Screenwriters, a writer‘s support group
of people who
read and critique each other‘s work, meets the
first Wednesday of
each month, from 7 to 9 p.m., at the Poplar White—
Station branch
library, located at 5094 Poplar. Actors are invite
d to participate as
readers and new writers are welcome. The next
meeting is set for
Wednesday, Jan. 2, and the following meeting
is set for Wednes—
day, Feb. 6. For more information, call Brenda
at (901) 756—9006.
Playhouse to stage Idols
of King
Idols of the King, starring Jason Craig and Kim
Justis as 17 —
different fans of the one and only King of Rock
and Roll, is set
for Playhouse on the Square, 51 South Cooper,
Jan. 25 through
March 3. Showtimes are Thursday, Friday and
Saturdays at 8
p.m. and Sundays at 2 p.m. Tickets are $20
for adults, $16 for
seniors, $12 for students and military person
nel and $10 for
children under the age of 18. Pay—What—You—Ca
n nightis set for
Wednesday, Jan. 30, at 8 p.m. For tickets or more
information
call the box office at (901) 726—4656.

American Tuxedo
* Free Groom‘s
Tuxedo Program
Ae Over 100 Styles
Available
] e Discounts on
Invitations
* Open Evenings —
and Sundays
e Town
Best ...Place in
Guaranteed!

www.americantuxedos._com
* 4730 Riverdale
4722 Poplar Avenue
(across from Wal—Mart)
(next to Sekisui)

901—753—8897

901—761—2848
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CLUB WEEKLY EVENTS
THURSDAY NIGHTS: MEMPHIS LEGENDS REVUE
HOSTED BY TAMIKA ST. JOHN

FRIDAY NIGHTS:

SATURDAY NIGHTS:

DANCE NIGHT 10 P.M.—3:30 A.M.

SUPERSHOW WITH SPECIAL
GUEST & DANCE PARTY 10 PM—5 AM

SUNDAY NIGHTS:

SPECIAL EVENTS (TO BE ANNOUNCED)
10 PM—3:30 AM

FEBRUARY 2002
#"

N—COGNITO‘S ANNUAL

MR. & MISS SWEETHEART PAGEANT

PRESENTATION: RED & WHITE

.>

EVENING GOWN/FORMAL WEAR
TALENT
i ¢
ENTRY FEE: $50 WINNER: $200 CASH
CONTACT CLUB FOR INFO 901—523—0599 |
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Prince— The Rainbow Children (kx)
Somewhere between Prince, the
purple one, the symbol and the art—
ist—once—again—known—as—Prince,
Prince was born just one more time.
The religious Prince isn‘t anything
new, he vowed years ago to stop re—
cording and performing songs with
fowl language. But the born—again
Prince still managed a degree of sen—
suality in the studio, such as "Hot Wit
U" from Rave Un2 the Joy Fantastic.
The Rainbow Children drops all
Prince‘s old lyrical cliches in an at—
tempt to be both deep and spiritual.
Songs like "Muse 2 the Pharaoh" and
"The Work Pt. 1" managed to main—
tain lyrical intrigue, while the rest of
the album comes across as a very odd
and, in ways, unsettling sermon. But,
the artist—once—again—known—as—
Prince hasn‘t built his career on lyrics
as much as he has on his ability to
compose wonderfully—unique and
funky music. In this way, The Rainbow
Children delivers.
Prince‘s last effort, the 1999 release,
Rave Un2 the Joy Fantastic, was synthe—
sizer driven and very much stuck in
the ‘80s. The Rainbow Children doesn‘t
suffer from this sound at all. The mu—
sical compositions are fresh and
uniquely Prince. At it‘s best moments
the album resembles the tight funk of
‘70‘s George Clinton, at it‘s worse the
album makes you thankful for fast—
forward. The standout track has to be
the funky, James Brown—sounding,
"The Work Pt. 1." Prince seems to
have totally left almost all his tools
from the ‘80s behind. Here he finds
the thin line between jazz, dance and
funk, and then proceeds to blur that
line. He also plays some of his best
guitar riffs since "Kiss."
Still there is something unsettling
about the ominous deep voice intros
on every track. That and the simple
fact of Prince, who once sang the
songs about sex, with themes like
pussy—control, now singing about sal—
vation. This may very well be one of
the best religious albums ever re—

corded. Thenagain, if Prince now rep—
resents Christian music, somebody
may very well be going to hell.
—> Highlights include, "The Work
Pt. 1," "Muse 2 Pharaoh," "She Loves
Me 4 Me" and "Family Name."
Jamie Anderson, Listen (kxx*x*)
Inevitably something magical hap—
pens when you put a guitar in the
hands of a lesbian; that something is
usually great folk music. Okay, so that
is a stereotype, but in Jamie
Anderson‘s case it is very true. On Lis—
ten the veteran folkie shines.
Anderson possesses a wonderfully—
wacky sense of humor that sprinkles
itself throughout the record. Her press
release lists her as a singer/
songwriter/ parking lot attendant, the
last because her mother always told
her to have a career to fall back on.
Emotionally, this album runs the
gambit, from sad to happy to down—
rightsilly. The silliest has to be "Potato
Chips," on which Anderson sings
about her longing for potato chips in
such a passionate way that one can‘t
help but wonder what potato chips
could possibly be a metaphor for. The
tear—jerker of the album has to be "Four—
teen," a song, based on a true story, in
— which Anderson sings about a 14 year—
old boy who is shot and lies dying. It is
an impassioned cry for gun control.
"Fourteen" isn‘t the only track with
a political point. "A Love This True"
cries out for the right of gay and les—
bian couples to marry: "We love each
other/ we want the right to have more
than margaritas on our wedding
night." On "Forever Family" Anderson
tackles the issue of same—sex couples
raising children: "But they got their
baby boy/put him on the MasterCard."
On "I Miss the Dog," she explains to
an ex—lover that while she doesn‘t miss
her, she does miss the dog they shared.
My personal favorite has to be "Much
Better View of the Moon," on which
Anderson offers all kinds of optimistic
See In The Mix, page 43
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In The Mix
from page 42

THURSDAYS ++
new

advice: "If the news is bad /I‘ll watch cartoons."
In this age of substanceless pop and angry rap—rock, folk
doesn‘t get much attention, but with songs that combine en—
gaging lyrics with equally engaging music, Anderson will surely

8 p.m. until ?

DRAG SHOW @ 10 p.m.
.

FRIDAys *+ Q p.m. to 3 a.m
§
&
'

be making music for years to come. The album is called. Listen
and that‘s exactly what you should do.

WOMYN 5 NIGHT

—> Highlights include, "Fourteen," "Forever Family," "A
Love This True" and "Much Better View of the Moon."

Pink — Missundaztood (k*x**)

The defining moment of Missundaztood comes on the see—
ond track, "Don‘t Let Me Get Me," on which Pink declares,
"Tired of being compared / to damn Britney Spears." Which isn‘t
so much a slap to Spears as it is a mission statement for Pink
and her future.
Pink‘s commercially—acclaimed debut landed her in the land
of the pop diva alongside Spears, Christina, the ladies._of
Destiny‘s Child, etc.
}
On Missundaztood, Pink takes a bold and rather daring step
away from the formula—pop that made her a star. Much of this
step can be attributed to the presence of Linda Perry of the great
California band Four Non—Blondes, who co—wrote much of the
album and gave general artistic direction to the recording. Lyri—
cally, Pink gets pretty personal, especially on the tracks "My
Vietnam" and "Family Portrait." On both these tracks Pink sings
about her dysfunctional family in a rather frank fashion: "Mama
was a lunatic
liked to push my buttons."
On the track "Misery," Pink hits a near—gospel sound as she
sings a lament for love with Aerosmith‘s Steven Tyler. "Lonely
Girl" features beautiful guest vocals from Perry, whose voice mixes
wonderfully with Pink‘s. Perry‘s performance may leave some lis—
teners craving a Four Non—Blondes reunion. The album does still
contain plenty of sugary teen—pop to make Pink‘s old fans happy,
too, such as with "Dear Diary," and "Get the Party Started."
On her first album, Pink proved she could sing; here she proves
she can embody a song with emotion. Missundaztood is truly a
declaration
eclaration that
that Pink
Pink h. has no intention
intenti
of f simply
simply being
being "S "Spears

with attitude," and, for music lovers, that‘s a very good thing.
—> Highlights include, "Lonely Girl," "Misery," "Gone to Cali—

I

A

A

. SATURDAYS

f

.
9 P.m. to 3 a.m.

\

DANCE PARTY

—

SUNDAYS
8 p.m. until 2
KARAOKE

New Year‘s f Eve

5&0

PARTY!

Monday, Dee. 31

6,0an

9 p.m. to 3 a.m.

$10

CO VER

fornia," "Family Portrait," "18 Wheeler" and "Get the Party Started."
Rarincg—SCALE
bes
Avoid like the plague, leave it at the store
beches
Approach with due caution
xx
You most definitely mightlike it
bacs
You should probably buyit
sno area
What are you waiting for, go buyit today!

PARTY FAVORS — CASH BALLOON
DROP & CHAMPAGNE TOAST
AT MEDNIGHTI!!!
DRAG SHOW at 10:30 p.m. featuring
Alexis von Furstenberg — Lauren Drake
Jasmine Sci — Isis — Alison Tate
Managed by Best Buds, LLC
2865 Walnut Grove — (901) 323—6FUN
. www. impulsememphis.com
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Cafe Ole
2127 Young Avenue
(901) 274—1504

BARS & CLUBS

Backstreet Memphis
2018 Court Street
(901) 276—5522

A Crossroads
1278 Jefferson
(901) 276—8078

Metro Memphis
1349 Autumn Street
(901) 274—8010

A N—Cognito

338 S. Front @ Vance
(901) 523—0599

Kennedy‘s Sushi Bar
1464 Bartlett Road
Memphis, TN 38134
(901) 386—6096

Crossroads 2
111 North Claybrook
(901) 276—8078

A One More
2117 Peabody
(901) 278—MORE

J -Wags
1268 Madison Avenue
(901) 725—1909

A The Pumping Station
1382 Poplar Avenue
(901) 272—7600

®

The Jungle
1474 Madison Avenue
(901) 278—4313

$4 Impulse
2865 Walnut Grove Road
(901) 323—6—FUN

®

A Lorenz/Aftershock
1528 Madison Avenue

(901) 274—8272
Madison Flame
1588 Madison Avenue

(901) 278—9839
5

Cafe Society
212 North Evergreen
(901) 722—2177
(Reservations suggested)

Memphis Muddy Waters
1379 Lamar

(901) 276—0027
(not pictured on map)
mike

j

Far BarhlrlstsmgsPOutsgge
emphis, See Page

RESTAURANT

Twain‘s
(Inside Sam‘s Town Tunica)
(800) 456—0711
(Reservations suggested)
Bogie‘s Delicatessen
2098 LaSalle Place (behind Paulette‘s)
(901) 272—0022

lilly‘s dimsum thensome
903 South Cooper
(901) 276—9300
Melange
948 South Cooper
(901) 276—0002
Molly‘s La Casita Mexican Restaurant
2006 Madison Avenue
(901) 726—1873
Buns on the Run
2150 Elzey Avenue
(901) 278—BUNS
MEMPHIG THEATER
Circuit Playhouse
1705 Poplar Avenue
Emerald Theatre Company
2085 Monroe Avenue
Malco‘s Studio on the Square
2105 Court Avenue
Playhouse on the Square
51. South Cooper

January 2002
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2117 Peabody
Memphis, TN
901—278—MORE
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January 2002

Veronica, Vonna and Leslie

Nelson, Nick and

rac

Regina
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ALBUM

— Hanging Out At IMPULSE
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David, Michelle and Bryan

|
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|
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|
|

|

Chuck and Fred

_

|

|

|

|

|

David, Jay, Lorenzo and Justin
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Media Sponsored by Family and Friends Magazine
Season Media Sponsors: Jabberblabber Magazine,
Time Warner Communications, WKNO—FM
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FAMILY ALBU
M
Brothers United Retreat 2001

Sly, Cousin James nd Corey

"SBC Magazine" Stanley and
"Buti Voxx" Gregory

Gregory of Chicago, Tony of
Memphis, Stanley of California and
Corey of Memphis

Cousin Jeff and Cousin
Steven of Kentucky

Brother Gregory, the First Lady
Uncle Stanley

Photos by Corey A. Kitchen

A

l
Corey, Gregory and Royce

Uncle Lawrence and Uncle Rick

\
|
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ONE MORE
2117 Peabody
(901) 278—MORE (6673)
11 a.m.—3 a.m. Mon.—Sat./noon—3 a.m. Sun.

MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE
BACKSTREET MEMPHIS
2018 Court Street
(901) 276—5522
Fri.—Mon. 8 p.m.—6 a.m.
www.backstreetmemphis.com

THE PUMPING STATION
1382 Poplar Avenue
(901) 272—7600
2 p.m.—3 a.m. 7 Days A Week

CROSSROADS & CROSSROADS 2
1278 Jefferson & 111 North Claybrook
(901) 276—1882
Noon—3 a.m., 7 Days A Week
IMPULSE
2865 Walnut Grove Road
(901) 323—6—FUN
Thurs. & Sun., 9 p.m.—2 a.m., Fri. & Sat., 10 ‘p.m.—3

J—WAaAG‘s
_ 1268 Madison Avenue
(901) 725—1909
Open 24 Hours A Day, 7 Days A Week
THE JUNGLE
1474 Madison Avenue
(901) 278—4313
2 p.m.—3 a.m., 7 Days A Week
LORENZ/AFTERSHOCK
1528 Madison Avenue
(901) 274—8272
f
11 a.m.—3 a.m. Mon.—Sat. « noon—? Sun.
MADISON FLAME
1588 Madison Avenue
(901) 278—9839
:
¢
7 p.m.—3 a.m. Wed., Fri. & Sat./5 p.m.—? Thurs.
MEMPHIS MUDDY WATER
1379 Lamar Avenue
;
(901) 276—0027
9 a.m.—3 a.m., 7 days a week
METRO MEMPHIS
1349 Autumn Street
(901) 274—8010
6 p.m.—3 a.m. Tues.—Sun.
N—COGNITO
338 South Front @ Vance
(901) 523—0599
10 p.m.—3:30 a.m. Thurs. & Fri.
«
10 p.m.—5 a.m. Sat./10 p.m.—3:30 a.m. Sun.
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JACKSON, MISSISSIPPI
JACK & JILL‘S
3911 Northview Drive
(601) 982—JACK (5225)
9 pm.? Fri. & Sat.
a.m.

JACKS CONSTRUCTION SITE
425 North Mart Plaza
(601) 362—3108
5 p.m.—? 7 Days A Week
TUPELO, MISSISSIPPI
RUMORS
637 Highway 145 |
(662) 891—0761
8 p.m. —1 a.m. Thurs. — Sat.
JACKSON, TENNESSEE
THE OTHER SIDE
3883 Highway 45 North
(901) 668—3749
5 p.m.—midnight Sun.—Thurs.
5 p.m.—3 a.m. Fri./7 p.m.—3 a.m. Sat..
SOCIAL
~MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE
B.G.A.L.A.
i
h
(University ofMemphis Students for Bisexual, Gay & LesbianAssociation)
(901) 678—5719
BGALA is a social, political and eduational organization.
www.people.memphis.edu/~bgala
COTTON PICKIN‘ SQUARES—MEMPHIS
(901) 272—2116
fa
Meets Thursday nights at 7:30 p.m. at Prescott Memorial Bap—
tist Church, 499 Patterson (Near The University of Memphis)
Square dancing social group
f
Ir yOUR ORGANIZATION ISN‘T LISTED HERE,
CALL (901) 682—2669

_

}
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€0O0CIAL continued
MEMPHIS AREA GAY YOUTH (MAGY)
P.O. Box 241852, Memphis, TN 38124
(901) 335—6249
Peer support group for 13— to 21—year olds dealing with gay,
lesbian, bisexual and gender issues
www.gaymemphis.com/magy
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TSARUS MEMPHIS
P.O. Box 41082, Memphis, TN 38174
(901) 276—4132
Levi—leather club meets the 3rd Saturday of every month atThe
Pumping Station, 1382 Poplar Aveune, at 10 p.m. * Men Only
Email: info@tsarus.org
website: www.tsarus.org

MEMPHIS BEARS
1066 Wrenwood, Memphis, TN 38122
MISSISSIPPI
(901) 323—4773
GLBA OF OLE MISS
Meets the 2nd Saturday of every month at The Pumping Sta— P.O. Box 3541, University, MS 38677
tion, 1382 Poplar Ave., at 10 p.m. * Men Only
(662) 915—7049
Email: info@memphisbears.com
email: glba@olemiss.edu
Website: www.memphisbears.com
GLBF
MEMPHIS GAY & LESBIAN COMMUNITY CENTER
P.O. Box 233, MS State, MS 39762
P.O. Box 41074, Memphis, TN 38174
(662) 325—8241
¢
(901) 324—GAYS (4297)
email: glbf@org.msstate.edu * www.msstate.edu/ org/glbf
www.memphisgayweb.org
MEMPHIS PRIDE INC.
P.O. Box 111265, Memphis, TN 38111—1265
(901) 327—PRIDE
Monthly open meetings have been suspended until April 2002,
at which time meetings will be held third Monday of each month
at Holy Trinity Church, 3430 Summer Ave., at 7 p.m.

SPORTE
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE
BLUFF CITY SPORTS ASSOCIATION
P.O. Box 41803, Memphis, TN 38174—1803
(901) 726—4342 * email: memphisgaysoftball@yahoo.com
Organizes gay sports leagues, including softball and volleyball

MIRROR IMAGE
BROTHERS & SISTERS BOWLING LEAGUE
P.O. Box 11052, Memphis, TN 38111—0052
Cordova
Bowling Center, 7945 Club Center Cove
A support group for trans individuals meets the 3rd Saturday
(901)
737—7824
OR (901) 465—4371
of every month at 7 p.m.
This
co—ed
bowling
league meets every Sunday at 5:45 p.m. at
For more information and locations of meetings, write or email the Cordova
Bowling
Center
]
at memphisgroup@usa.com
PEL.A.G.
(Parents, Family & Friends of Lesbians & Gays)
(901) 754—3136
L
Support meetings for parents, family and friends of gay, les—
bian, bisexual and transgendered persons
email: amdrake@mem.po.com
SUNSHINE TRAVELERS
(901) 488—4752
(
Meets every other Tuesday at 7 p.m. at TheJungle, 1474 Madison Ave.

wHOLENES®
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE
FEAST FOR FRIENDS DINNER
(901) 272—0855
Dinneris served the 1stand 3rd Monday ofevery month atSt. John‘s
United Methodist Church, Bellevue@Peabody, beginning at 6 p.m.
LAMBDA CENTER OF MEMPHIS
1488 MadisonAvenue
(901) 323—8079
Offering 12—step support groups to the GLBT community.

TENNESSEE LEATHER TRIBE
(901) 357—1921
Club nights and meetings vary; contact for info — men and MEMPHIS REGIONAL PLANNED PARENTHOOD
1407 Union Avenue Extended, 3rd Floor
women welcome
(901)
725—1717
www.tnleathertribe.org
HIV
&
STD testing, gynecological preventive care
email: info@tnleathertribe.org

IF yOUR ORGANIZATION ISNT LISTED HERE, CALL (901) 682—2669
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WHOLENESE continued
MEMPHIS HIV FAMILY CARE NETWORK
880 Madison Avenue, Memphis, TN
(901) 545—8265
Free comprehensive, supportive services and voc/rehab ser—
vices to the HIV—positive
ORORO—CROSSROADS
(901) 743—2900
Support group for African—American, same—gender—loving men
ConradCRPegues@aol.com
THE POSITIVE LIVING CENTER
1000 South Cooper Street, Memphis, TN
(901) 726—6022 « Tuesday—Saturday, noon to 8 p.m.
Provides opportunities for persons affected by HIV/AIDS to
manage the disease in a holistic manner, free of charge.
WELLNESS CENTER AT HTCC
3430 Summer Avenue, Memphis, TN 38122
(901) 754—9423 OR (901) 320—9376
Offers a support program for gay parents and a support pro—
gram for married men dealing with sexual identity.
YWCA ENCORE
MedPlex, 880 Madison Avenue
(901) 754—4356
Support group for lesbians with breast cancer meets every
Wednesday from 10 a.m. to noon

SPIRITUAL
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE
INTEGRITY MEMPHIS
102 N. Second Street, Memphis, TN 38103
(901) 525—6602
People of all faiths and ideologies are welcome
Meets the 3rd Tuesday of every month at 6:30 p.m. at Calvary
Episcopal Church. Dinner at 7 p.m.
integrity_memphis/main.html
LAMBDA CIRCLE
(901) 278—6786
Open to all GLBT persons of faith to join in an affirming time of
prayer, Bible study and discussion.
Meets the 2nd Tuesday of every month from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at
First Congregational Church, 1000 S. Cooper Street.
SAFE HARBOR MCC
1488 Madison Avenue (in the LambaCenter)
(901) 458—0501
*
email: SafeHarborMCC@aol.com
Sunday worship at 10:30 a.m. * Thursday Bible study at 7 p.m.

OTHER LOCALES
CAMP SISTER SPIRIT
P.O. Box 12, Ovett, MS 39464
Feminist education /cultural /retreat center
www.rainbowpriderv.net/css
email: sisterspir@aol.com
MCC OF THE RAINBOW
5565 Robinson Rd. Ext., Ste. Q, Jackson, MS 39204
(601) 372—6644
Sunday Service at 11:30 p.m.

POLITICAL
MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE
MEMPHIS LESBIAN & GAY COALITION FOR JUSTICE
P.O. Box 241363, Memphis, TN 38124
A civil rights group that promotes equality and combats
prejuidice and discrimination among GLBT peresons
email: mlge@yahoo.com
www.geocities.com/mlgej
MISSISSIPPI
EQUALITY MISSISSIPPI
P.O. Box 6021, Jackson, MS 39288—6021
(888) 843—5432
g
email: EqualityMS@EqualityMS.org
website: EqualityMS.org

(

GAYELLOWPAGES" \
The ORIGINAL Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual
& Transgender Resource since 1973
All editions now include a SEPARATE SECTION FOR WOMEN
Complete gayfriendly resources & businesses USA/Canada:
accommodations, hars, bookstores, dentists, doctors, lawyers, therapists,
travel services, organizations, media, religious groups,
help lines & HIVIAIDS resources, much more. Index & fast access phonelist.

USAICANADA: $16 by first class mail: Includes all states and provinces,
plus national headquarters of organizations, mail order companies, atc.
NEW ETHNICMULTICULTURAL SECTION
EAST and SOUTH Edition: $12 byfirst class mail
AL, AR, AZ, CT, BC, DFE, FL, GA, HL, KS,. KY, LA, MA, MD, ME, MO,
MS, NH, NJ, NM, NY, NC, OH, OK, PA, PR, Rl, SC, TN,
in
TX, US Virgin is, VA, VT, WV

A Future editions wil include Ethnic/Multicultural section
Not a local giveaway:
Buy us at gay—friendly stores like
Inz & Outz, Memphis 901—728—65235
Brushstrokes, Atlanta 404—876—6567
Outwrite Bookstore, Atlanta, 404—607—0082
For free listing application, prices, mailing labels, etc.,
please send self—addressed stamped envelope to
Renaissance House, PO Box 533—FF, Village Stn, NY, NY 10014
Voice: 212—674—0120 Fax: 212—420—1126
Email: GAYELLO@BANET.NET

thpz/anyellowpagescom j
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Capricorn (Dec. 22—Jan. 20) — It‘s your birthday
time of year
so celebrate! The force will be with you in 2002.
If you‘ve got
ideas, plan to share them this year. You‘ve got
the edge.
Aquarius (Jan. 21—Feb. 19) — Now is the age of
Aquarius, so
make the most of it. Highlight should be on employ
ment mat—
ters and health concerns. Something positive is
coming your way.
Pisces (Feb. 20—March 20) — The new year will
bring a new
outlook on your future. Now is not the time
to be shy. Romance
is possible if you make the first move.
Aries (March 21—April 20) — Now is the time
to rethink your
career. If you are creative, things are looking up
if you focus on
your abilities and talents as the new year begins.
Taurus (April 21—May 21) — Financial matters
could take a
turn for the better if you heed the advice of
those far away. The
new year allows you to overcome obstacles
and find solutions
to problems.
Gemini (May 22—June 21) — This is not a good
time to en—
gage in risky behavior when it comes to your
finances. Focus is
on renewing ties with influential people far
from home.
Cancer (June 22—July 23) — As the new year
begins, your social
popularity is highlighted as it can help you reach
your goals. Rela—

tionships improve this month, especially
for those who are single.
Leo (July 24—Aug. 23) —Dealings with
important people are
favored during this period, but only
if you use your talents
wisely. Now is the time to move forwar
d in your career.
Virgo (Aug. 24—Sept. 23) — If you‘re
hoping for something,
now is the time to ask for it. A hobby
could lead to an addi—
tional source of income in the new year.
New romance lurks on
the horizon.
Libra (Sept. 24—Oct. 23) — Avoid new
creative endeavors and

relationships as 2002, begins. Now is not the time
to
leave things to chance, but instead take control of them
yourself.
Scorpio (Oct. 24—Nov. 22) — Changes the new year
brings
will work on your behalf. Wise thinking and
intuition could
improve your financial situation. Now is the time
to reach for
the stars.
Sagittarius (Nov. 23—Dec. 21) — You‘ve got a knack
for being
optimistic and your good—natured attitude should
begin to in—
fluence others. Good news awaits in money matters
.
romantic

Editor‘s Note: Horoscopes are meant for entertainment
purposes
only and are for the month of January 2002. —

MEMPHIS‘ FINEST AND
MOST
COMPLETE ADULT
ENTERTAINMENT CEN
TERS
VIDEO RENTALS AND SALES — PREVIEW
BOOTHS

G
{>
&.\ |

p.
FANTASY
\
Fantasy Warehouse #1 (East) ]
791 N. White Station Road /
(901) 683—9649
Executive South (East)
1847 E. Brooks Road
Mini Theatre (Brooks Rd. Only) + (901) 345—0825
% t;

at,

Fantasy Warehouse #4 (North)
2532 N. Watkins

+

(901) 358—8642

NOW RENTING DVDs

Memphis Regional
(@

OPEN Monday — Saturday, 8 a.m.
to Midnight
Closed Sundays & Holidays

Planned Parenthood‘
Confidential STD and HIV/AIDS Testing
For Men and Women — 7251717

_
|
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Ozment

Attorney at Law
138 North Third Street
Memphis, Tennessee 38103
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Jefferson

(901) 525—HELP (4357)
e—mail — thoz@aol.com

Criminal Defense
State and Federal Court
Drug Possession—DUI—Driving On Revoked License
Domestic Violence, All Felonies and Misdemeanors

Other Areas of Practice Include:

Dlvorce, Child Custody and Visitation, Bankruptcy, Personal
Injury, Auto Accidents and Social Security Disability
Payment Plans Available in Most Cases
V1sa, MasterCard, Discover and American Express Accepted
Not Certified As A Civil Trial, Criminal Trial or Consumer Bankruptcy Specialist By
the Tennessee Commission On Continuing Legal Education and Specialization
meme
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